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B elieving in God

Keywords

numinous

conversion

miracle

prayer

design

causation

agnosticism
atheism
moral evil

natural evil

omnipotent

omni-benevolent

omniscient

Free-will

the feeling of the presence of something greater than you
e.g. in a church or looking up at the stars

when your life is changed by giving yourself to God

something which seems to break a law of science and makes
you think only God could have done it

an attempt to contact God, usually through words

when things are connected and seem to have a purpose e.g.
the eye is designed for seeing

the idea that everything has been caused (started off) by
something else

not being sure whether God exists
believing that God does not exist
actions done by humans which cause suffering

things which cause suffering but have nothing to do with
humans e.g. earthquakes

the belief that God is all-powerful
the belief that God is good/kind

the belief that God knows everything that has happened and
everything that will happen

the idea that human beings are free to make their own
choices




RELIGIOUS UPBRINGING AND BELIEF IN GOD

an early age:

God

If you are brought up as a Catholic you learn about God from

T

_

o
+ Taught to pray everyday /ni—.\__‘
+ Taken to church Ui ‘/
+ Go to mass on Sunday PN
+ Go to confession
+ Learn to thank God for what he has done for us
+ Go to catholic school where like minded people believe in

This sort of upbringing
leads to belief in God be-

cause:

A child’s parents tell them
about Giod as part of their
baptismal promise and the
child believes the parent

Prayer is seen to be natural
and an integral part of life

RELICIOUS EXPERIENCE AND BELIEF IN GOD

Religious experience is the way in which people come into direct con-

tact with CGod:

e NUMINOUS - May lead to a person feeling that Cod is real
because of the awareness of a feeling of something greater than you

e CONVERSION - used to describe an experience of God whixh is so
great that the person wants to change their life and commit to God

in a special way e.g. agnostic or atheist.

¢ MIRACLE—may lead to belief in God because miracles mean God
hag acted on earth and the people witnessing it have had a direct

contact with Cod

e PRAYER- if the prayer is answered the person feels Cod is listening

and will be sure Cod exists.

Problems with miracles:

+ You have to believe eyewitnesses

+ Science can explain many miracles now,
perhaps all of them in the future

+ There may be a natural explanation

+ TV magicians do wonderful things all the
time and they're just tricks. What's the 5
difference with miracles?

+ If God could feed 5000 with five loaves and two
fishes why doesn’t he do miracles today to feed the
starving people

& thus encourages belief

Deeing s0 many people pray
at Church is likely to make
people believe in God &
that he must exist.

Catholic school encourages
belief in God's existence
because if teachers tell
them it's true it will be
believed

Confirmation lessons will
teach about Giod and the
confirmand may have a re-
ligious experience.

Positive things about miracles:

+ Ifyou pray for your friend who is dying
of cancer and they get better you will be-
lieve it is a miracle and it will help you believe
in God

+ Miracles could be signs from God to help
us believe in him

+ Belief in miracles can help people get
through hard times

+ God uses miracles as signs and that bad
things that happen do so because humans refuse
to follow God's commands.




+ Science says everything must have a cause.
Therefore the universe must have a cause. Only
God could be that cause. Therefore God must

(0]
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exist. This was Thomas Aquinas'’s idea.

must be God.

The process of things being caused or moved by
something else can only be explained if there is
an unmoved mover causing it to happen and that

o

However, there is another side to the
argument.....

William Paley: ‘If you
found a watch you would
believe that there was a
watch designer. The
world works like a ma-
chine, so there must be a
world

+ Why should the causes stop at
God? Logically speaking God must
need a cause.

+ The universe is eternal and so
the process of cause is eternal

+ Who says that the First Cause
has to be God—it can be any sort

Some people think that the way the world works shows that God must exist:
The world is designed. Therefore it must have a designer. The only possible designer of the universe is God, therefore,

God must exist..

Think of examples such as DNA, evolution, beauty of nature—are they all coincidence or are they part of a design plan?

Scientific explanations of the world
and agnosticism and atheism.

+  The Big Bang is the most popular theory:

Matter is eternal and cannot be created or de-
stroyed—ijust changed

15 billion years ago matter became so compressed
that it exploded—the Big Bang

Out of this the solar system was created
Life forms developed e.g. amoeba
Genetic structures mutate

Survival of the fittest occurs producing organisms
that will survive and reproduce

Vegetation develops, invertebrate and then verte-
brate animals are produced and finally, 2.5 million
years ago, humans evolved.

=2

However, the theory also does not
lead to belief in God because.......

4+ Where s the design in earth-
quakes, hurricanes and disease?

4+ Alldesign evidence can be ex-
plained by science

4+ The argument proves a designer
but that doesn’t mean God—the
designed could be an evil creator,
there could be many gods...

Evidence for Big Bang:

Red Shift Effect—where the red shift in light
from other galaxies is evidence that the uni-
verse is expanding.

Evidence for evolution:

Fossils record the development of simple to
complex life forms developing

Genetic research shows similarities between
different life forms e.g. 50% of human DNA
is the same as a cabbage!!




All of this may lead to atheism or a.g nOStiCism because:

Science can explain where the world came from and where humans came from with-
out any reference to God possibly leading to agnosticism at the least

Atheists could be sure God does not exist because if God exists he must have made
the world and can be the only explanation of the world BUT if science proves that the
world and humans exist without any reference to God then it’s proof that God does
not exist.

The Catholic Response to the scientific explanations of
the world is twofold:

1. the big bang had to be at exactly the right
second: too soon and stars would not have
formed. Too late and all matter would have flown
away too fast.

science still can't explain how the scientific laws
came to be e.q. gravity

life on earth requires carbon to bond with 4 other
atoms and water molecules—this cannot have
happened by chance so God must have

ensured it happened.

2. science and the bible can coexist because one day
could be millions to God PLUS the order of
creation in the bible is the same as that of
evolution: plants, trees, fish, birds, animals and
humans




TReligious people are supposed
€0 praY ahd some feel God’s
presence when they do.

But if people pray and DON'T
feel God’s presence they may feel
that he does not exist. They may
fee| they are doing something
wrong, seek advice and try harder
but still without result.

This may lead to people becoming
agnostic or atheist.

The feeling of being ignored and
unheard adds to the feeling of
God not being present and
ultimately to non-belief in God.
e.g. prayers for a SiCKk Child who
dies.

If prayers continue to be
unhanhswered, especially if those
praYyers are for good things e.g.
end Of war, famine or drought
then doubts about God arise and
could lead to aghostiCism Of
atheism

Catholics and their response to un-
answered prayer.

+

If prayer is for selfish

reasons it would be wrong of God

to answer it

+

God may have different plans to
you e.g. you may want a cure for a
dying relative, God may want them
in heaven

Human parents don’t always give
children what they want, so in the
same God doesn’t.

God’s omnipotence and benevolence
means he knows what’s best and so
we have to trust God.

Modern Catholics have faith that
God will answer all prayers in a way
that is designed for the long term
good of the person praying or
prayed for even though God’s way
may be different from that expected.



Moral evil:  caused by humans misusing their

evil and | =

° E.g. war,
ff suicide

S u e rl n g bombers,

rape,

murder—
Natural Evil: e.g 22adn1e§|l;:s
earthquake, flood, '
volcano, drought, Less clear is suffert A by Famine when I
Tsunami. €ss clear Is surrering cause Yy famine wnen nu-

mans have made the wrong choice e.g growing
cash crops like cotton instead of food.

‘I cannot imagine any omnipotent,
sentient being sufficiently cruel to | Moral evil sins are those that go against what God
create the world we inhabit’ wants humans do as revealed in 10 commandments
Iris Murdoch or in the Golden Rule.

All of this does cause people to question or reject
belief in God because:

+ They can'’t believe a good God would have created a world with earth-
quakes, floods, cancer and volcanos—its easier to believe all of this is
due to the Big Bang and evolution.

+ Others can't believe that God allows humans to suffer so much when he
could stop it if he wanted e.g. why did he not give Hitler a heart attack
before all the suffering he caused.

How are atheists produced? In probably 9 out of 10

cases what happens is something like this:

A beloved husband , or wife or sweetheart or child is

gnawed to death by cancer, .....and the looker-on, after

praying vainly to God to refrain from such horrible, wanton
. cruelty, indignantly repudiates faith in the divine monster’

All this means that.. . St. Joan, George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950)

IF..... Then....
God cannot stop evil God is not all powerful
God chooses not to stop evil God is not all loving

God can stop evil and chooses not to  God does not exist




Three Catholic
responses to evil
and suffering::

Response 1: Response 2 Response 3

Prayer for those who suf- It’s not God who There is just no
fer—asking God for help makes evil happen. We | point in worrying.

were made with free || There must be a rea-
son and God will re-

Helping those who suffer Will and to be free is | |veal it in due course.

by becoming doctors, nurses,  to choose to do good ’ .
social workers. Also starting or evil. Jesus’ command is
charities e.g SVP and CAFOD to help those who

Evil and suffering are suffer and trust in
human problems, not God: see parable of
God’s. sheep and goats

Response 4

Life is a preparation for paradise and to improve our souls we need to face evil
and suffering to become good, kind and loving.

Evil and suffering is part of a plan and sufferers will be rewarded by eternal
paradise.

Good, therefore can come out of evil—the story of Maximilian Kolbe being a
good example. See http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=370

...and the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord when did we see
you hungry and feed you, , or thirsty and give you a drink?
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in or need
clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in
prison and visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘I tell you the
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these broth-
ers and sisters of mine , you did it for me.’

Parable of the Sheep and Goats
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M atters of Life and Death

Keywo rds

abortion

the removal of a foetus from the womb before it can survive

assisted suicide providing a seriously ill person with the means to commit

euthanasia
ease

immortality of
the soul

near-death
experience

non-voluntary
euthanasia

paranormal

quality of life

reincarnation

resurrection

sanctity of life

voluntary
euthanasia

suicide

the painless killing of someone dying from a painful dis-

the idea that the soul lives on after the death of the body

when someone about to die has an out of body experience

ending someone’s | ife painl
ask, but you have good reason for thinking they would want
you to do so

unexplained things which are thought to have spiritual
causes e.g. ghosts, mediums

the idea that life must have some benefits for it to be worth
living

the belief that, after death, souls are reborn in a new body

the belief that, after death, the body stays in the grave until
the end of the world when it is raised

the belief that life is holy and belongs to God

ending life painlessly when someone in great pain asks for
death




10.

Catholics believe that this life is not
all there is because:

Jesus rose fromthe dead 0
resurrection is central to Christian
belief.

St. Paul teaches that people will
have a resurrection like Jesus

The major creeds of the Churches
teach Jesus resurrection and life
after death

Most Catholics believe in
immortality of the soul

The Catholic Church teaches that
there is life after death. The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church
teaches it and this represents the
teaching of the  magisterium.

Many Catholics believe in life
after death because it gives
meaning and purpose to life
understanding that the good are
rewarded, the bad punished.

The affect of these beliefs on
Catholics.

Catholics believe that they will go to
heaven, hell or purgatory when they
die. They will try to live a good life with
the aim of getting to heaven.

A good life means following scripture,
tradition and the teaching authority of
the pope and bishops through the
Great Commandment of loving God
and loving neighbour, as well as going
to mass.

Parables of Good Samaritan and
Sheep and Goats help us to understand
how to love our neighbour

Sin prevents people going to heaven.
The sacraments of the sick and recon-
ciliation can strengthen and purify from
sin.

Belief in life after death gives meaning
and purpose to life and this affects how
you live it.

1.

Evidence of ghosts and spirits

Noneligious reasons
believing in life after

fo
de

Many people believe that there are ghosts and spirits in the world of dead people who have not been ak
hheII. ome people believe that houses can be haunted when paranormal events happen and exorcists
them.

2.  Visitations from dead relatives: S

1000®s claim to have been visited by dead rela
ing been warned about an imminent disaster through such visits. People visit Spiritualist Churches to s
They may describe themselves as Christian Spiritualists but are rejected by mainstream Christian Chure

3. TIx¥[L 1T x¥n+K x8hxLuxDAxL _
People claim to have lefty their bodg during surgery or to have seen a light at the end of a tunnel or look
bodies from above, experiencing a bright light and considerable peace.

4.  Evidence of reincarnation

BuDI RKLE i 0A+L ¥DI *RIlT+0LnL 9YxAQ0X o D AlGeéx ¥
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Some people do not believe in life
after death BECAUSEZé¢éZ¢Eé.

. Ifthere is no God there is no heaven to go to after death

scientific evidence shows that the mind cannot
exist without the brain.

« Where is heaven? No -one has found it in space (o)
exploration.

« How do we recognise souls without bodies?

not really life after death.
« Some people are brought up not to believe in
life after death A because of non -religious parents.

. Different religions have different ideas of life after death A if it
was true theyod all have the sa
. Life after death is based on holy books and so how do
choose the right one to believe?
. Religions teach the mind/soul survives without the body BUT

Therefore souls must be RS 0

nel

UK law on abortion:

. 1967 Act states that abortion can be carried out if 2 doctors
Abo rtl O n agree that:

. The mothers life is at risk

Catholic attitudes to health
abortion

+

Life is sacred and comes
from God alone
6" Commandment bans

murder 1990 Act said that:

+4+ +

thedoctrine of double effegt
is acceptable

o  There is a risk of injury to the mothers physical or mental

o  There is a risk that another child would be put at risk the
mental or physical health of existing children
o  The baby may be born seriously handicapped.

dudgxnmd g r| s - Nblabdrtioh Bouldidké place after 24 weeks unless
mother’s life is at grave risk or the foetus is likely to be
born with severe mental or physical abnormality.

The Doctrine of Double
Effect:

If a woman has cancer and has to have chemotherapy it will kill the cancer.

was a secondary, unintended effect.

No abortion has taken place.

A second, or double, effect will be however, that it kills the foetus. The death of the foetus
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SOCIAL FACTS ABOUT ABORTION THE SANCTITY OF LIFE

+ abortion an abortion cannot take place after 24 weeks of pregnandya|| christians believe:
+ 89 percent%of abortions carried out at under 13 weeks gestation | 4 that life is a gift from God
+ God became human in

Number of abortions carried out in England and Wales: Jesus and made life holy
_ 4+ Only God can decide
1971: 94, 570 when life should be ended.

1995: 154, 315
1999: 173, 701

2001: 176, 364
2006: 193, 700 This is backed up by the bible

and Church teaching :

Christian attitudes to abortion

Human life must be respected and protected abso
. Many fundamentalist protestants have lutely from the moment of conception. From the
exactly the same view as Catholics first moment of his existence, a human being mus} be
recognised as having the rights of a person, amorg
which is the right to life.
CATECHISM OF The CATHOLIC

. Other protestants (Church of England) dis
agree with abortion but think that in some
cases the lesser of two evils allows
abortion - e.g. pregnancy through rape CHURCH

. Yet others agree with the abortion
laws and feel that if abortion was banned it
would cause too much suffering. It is the
Christian duty to get rid of suffering.

. Christians should also accept technological
advances and if that means detection of dis
ease and suffering in a foetus then parents
should have the right to ask for an abortion

. Christianity is concerned with justice and if
abortions were banned rich women may pay
for abortions in another country and poorer
women would use back-street abortionists

t v 1l v b 0 d y
Before | formed you in the womb | knew you;
before you came to birth | made you holy.

you kt‘\OW th

e Holy Spirit, who lives in
God

Dondt

temple of th
u and who was given to you by

yo JEREMIAH 1:5
15T LETTER OF ST. PAUL
TO THE CORINTHIANS
God sai d, 6Let us make man| in ou

D

created man in the image of himself, in the image of God h
created hi m; mal e and fema|] e he
GENSESIS 1
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port i
nology Machines anq New medicy ¢
ec

Mean that:

* Prematur )
€ babies
kept alive can be

Naked | came from
kw kmrfcp
naked | shall returr

again. The Lord gav
the Lord has taken bac

Blessed be the name o

Catholic attitudes to euthanasia (very much the same as for abortion)

N

the Lord.

+ 6" Commandments forbids murder

+ life is sacred and comes from God

+ Doctors are required to save life not kill

+ However, a doctor should not struggle to keep a patient alive especially if it will interferg
with their dignity in dying

+ Large doses of pain killers are acceptable even if it is knowingly shortening a patients lifg

+ Many Catholics do not agree with switching off life support machines although not giving
extraordinary treatment is permitted by the Catholic Church

Other Christian attitudes to euthanasia can be divided into 2 views:

Evangelical Christians

. The same as the Catholic attitude (see above) but they will also say that:
. That literal bible interpretation bans suicide whether it’s assisted or voluntary euthanasia
. That refusal of extraordinary treatment or giving of large doses of painkillers is also wrong

Liberal Christians

. But, many non Catholic Christians believe life support machines should be switched of when
there is no sign of life
. They also believe in living wills giving people a chance to make their own decisions

. The teaching of Jesus on loving your neighbour may mean justifying assisting suicide.
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The media and matters of

7 =
/=~ [ ife and death.

Arguments agdainst the Arguments for the media

media being free to criticise
what religions say about
matters of life and death

being free to criticise what
religions say about matters
of life and death

Criticisms against religion re:
abortion, genetic engineering stir
up religious hatred and this is
against 2007 Religious and
Racial Hatred A ct.

Criticism of religious attitudes can
lead to serious offence to believ-
ers—e.g. Danish newspaper pub-
lishing cartoons of Muhammad
offending Muslims around the
world

Some religious believers—
although not the Catholic Church
itself—say criticising the Pope or
Archbishop of Canterbury on mat-
ters of life and death is close to
blasphemy

Religious believers might feel that
because their attitude is based on
what God says it should not be
criticised as God is beyond
human criticism.

All democratic societies believe
in freedom of which means a
free media and that must include
criticism of religion as

Religious leaders use the media
to criticise government policies
on matters of life and death e.g.
embryo research so they have to
accept the same.

In a multi-faith society freedom of
religious expression which
means that the media must have
the right to question and criticise
religious beliefs

Life and death issues are very
important and people need the
information to make the right de-
cisions and that means listening
to different points of view.

The great 20th century philoso-
pher, Sir Karl Popper observed
that the most advanced societies
have the greatest freedoms for
their citizens and that progress
only happens when ideas and
policies are subject to scrutiny
and that can best happen with a
free media.
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The causes of world poverty

What causes poverty?

WAR:

Which is caused by corruption, the effects of deolonialisation.

How does it cause poverty?

By destroying homes, crops, schools, hospitals and creates refugees.

Natural Disaster:

e.g. earthquake, flood

How does it cause poverty?

By destroying homes, farmlandl Bangladesh has bad floods almost every year.

Debt:

Money has to be borrowed from banks and large interest payments are
required which should be spent on development

Also, rich countries subsidise their farmers to grow crops and tax LEDC goods

making poorer countries | ose out so ¢t}

Cash crops:
e.g. tea, coffee, cotton which uses land which should be used to grow food, leé
ing to starvation

Unfair trade:
MEDCOGs use their wealth to pay subs;s
cherap and put high tariffs (taxes) on crops that come in from poor countries
making them more expensive to sell.

Other factors includeHIV/AIDS as well as alack of fresh clean watervhich
leads to low life expectancy and thus large families to compensate which is a
drain on resources. Reliance on one expore.g. copper or oiii a problem if the
price falls bringing less profit and ruining a country almost over night.

d-

51 di
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How CAFOD is trying to end poverty

Development programmes (see next page)

Disasters and emergencies—short term aid sending food, medicine, shelter to tsunami
victims, blankets and food to war refugees

Kaising awareness —5% of budget spent on education in schools and the CAFOD website
which has excellent resources.

Opeaking out ~CAFOD involved in Make Poverty History campaign, Trade Justice
Campaign. |t campaigns against debt and promotes Fairtrade.

Why CAFOD does what it does to try to end world poverty

The New Testament makes it clear that riches must be used for the help of others,
especially the poor

We have to heed the teaching in the parable of the Sheep and Goats ( s ee whiéh.
also teaches that the way to heaven is by helping those less fortunate and Catholics
want to get to heaven.

Sermon on the Mount teaches that Christians should share time and possessions to
help those in need

The Golden Rule for Christians is to treat other people in the way we wish to be
treated.

Pope Benedict 6s f iemclical)otd thei Cathobcl
Church was that we should have a duty to help the poor and
suffering and end poverty

Benedict XVI said the following in his encyclical:

&. Christian charity is the simple respoa

needs and specific situations. Caritas (CAFOD in the
UK) ought to do everything in their power to provide the
resources @&. and personnel needed for
of neighbour will no longer be for them a commandment
iImposed from without but a consequence deriving from
their faith which becomes active through love.

Deus Caritas Est, Encyclical of Benedict XVI 2006
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HELP H PMEN E

Catholic Agency for Qverseas Development (CAFOD)

+ TRaise funds through the
Churches and through
Family Fast Days

+ Provides emergency aid for etmergencies
such as floods, earthguakes and wars

+ Provides |ong term aid to help countries
develop

+ Educates people inh Britain so that they
realise why there is @ heed for Christians to raise money

ONE LONG TERM AID PROJECT IN DETA]L:

In Brazil the richest 10% Of its 150 millioh people have just over
half the wealth

The poorest 10% receive 0.6%

There are 6 million homeless children living on the streets
CAFOD ruh a scheme kKhown as “TakKinhg Responsibility for its
Children’

Street educators give children literaCy Classes and training in sKills
10 ehable them to earh a living.

Other examples of long term aid projects for CAFOD:

+ Helping Bangladeshi peasant farmers to set up savings schemes
+ Helping education and training schemes for the street children of
Brazil

+ Training health workers in Hola, Kenya where the people have
no state health care
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M arriage and the Family

Keywo rds

adultery a sexual act between a married person and someone
other than their marriage partner

civil partnership a legal ceremony giving a homosexual couple the
same legal rights as a husband and wife

cohabitation living together without being married
contraception Intentionally preventing pregnancy from occurring

faithfulness staying with your marriage partner and having sex only
with them

homosexuality sexual attraction to the same sex

nuclear family mother, father and children living as a unit
pre-marital sex sex before marriage

procreation making a new life

promiscuity having sex with a number of partners without
Commitment

re-constituted

family where two sets of children (stepbrothers and
stepsisters) become one family when their divorced
parents marry each other.

re-marriage marrying again after being divorced from a previous
marriage
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CHANGING ATTITUDES TO MARKRIAGE, DIVORCLE, FAMILY LIFE AND HOMOSEXUALITY.

How attitudes Why attitudes
changed. ‘ changed. ‘
. Most people have sex Cohabitation and marriage

before marriage
. Widely available and more effective contraception

. Now socially acceptable to
cohabit before marriage . Christianity lost its influence as fewer people went to
church were sex before marriage was frowned upon.

«  Average marriage ages

have risen &006 it was . Increased media publicity for cohabiting celebrities
31.8 for men, 29.7 for _ _ _
women . TV/film presenting sex before marriage as the norm

«  Only 34% marry in Church = |Divorce

(60% in 1970) . . :
. 1969 Divorce Law made things cheaper and easier
. Divorce socially accept-

able now . More equality for women has led to increased expec-

tations in marriage.

. Extended families more
popular as grandparents
help dual income parents
with childminding

. Women more financially independent and can live
independently

. Most divorces happen after 10 yearsi 100 years ago
this was the average length of a marriage because

«  Single parents families women died in childbirth.

have increased

. . Family Life
. 11% of all families bringing 4
up children were cohabit- « Increase in divorce = increase in remarriage = more
Ing reconstituted families

«  Reconstituted families «  Grandparents look after children as parents work =

rapidly increasing more extended families

«  Homosexual sex legalised |. Increase in divorce = more single parent families
in 1967 age of consent
now is 18 Homosexuality

. Civil Partnership Act 2004 |, Changes in law
allowed same-sex couples

to sign a registration docu- | | Acceptance by society because homosexuality could

ment and gave the same be genetic. Also at least 5% of pop. Is gay.
legal rights as opposite -

sex couples. HOWEVER, IT |«  Gay celebrities being more open leads to greater ac-
IS NOT MARRIAGE. ceptance

. Pressure groups such as Stonewall fighting for equal
rights and changing attitudes.
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Christian attitudes to sex out-
side marriage

Sex is 3 qift from God to give joy
and pleasure in marriage and for
procreation. It should only take
place in marriage.

The Bible says that pre-marital sex
and promiscuity is sinful

The Catholic Church teaches pre-
marital sex is wrong

All Christians are 494 inst adu lte ry as The sexual act must take place exclusively within marriage....some
it breaks wed dmg VOWS claim the right to a ‘trial marriage’ ....Human love does not tolerate
‘trial marriages’. It demands a total and definitive gift of persons to
one another.

Adultery also condemned in 10 CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Commandments and is condemned
by Jesus

Among you there must be not even be mention
of sexual vice or I mpurity
PAULS LETTER TO THE EPHESIANS 5:3

CATHOLIC TEACHING ON MARRIAGE and how this is emphasised in the ceremony

It is:

IiFe-long ahd 'Fai'th'FUh exchange of vows of commitment & restricting sex to each other; exchange of rings; priests’
introduction explaining how special the sacrament is; bible readings and sermon

d relationship Of support ahd comfort: marriage prep. course helping the couple to understand
the nature of marriage; questions by priest about honouring and loving one another; marriage vows and rings; readings and
sermons; prayers and mass itself which give the couple God's grace and strength.

life giving (have Children): questions about accepting children lovingly and bringing them up according to the law
of Christ; readings, sermon and prayers all refer to children as being essential feature in marriage

For the bringing up of @ Christian family: marriage prep. course involving discussion on how to bring up

children with reference to the sacraments and catholic schools.
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CATHOLIC ATTITUDES TO
DIVORCE

there Cah be ho divorce as Jesus
banned it

consent

+4+ 0+ +

Catholic Church.

Annulment is NOT catholic divorce but if it Can be proved
that the marriage was not consummated or a partnher withheld
information that if known before marriage would have stopped
it then the marriage Canh be proved hot to have beenh a
Christiah marriage ahd anhnulled.

CATHOLIC TEACHING ON THE FAMILY

marriage is ah agreement (Covenant) with God that Canhot be brokeh without God’s

if a marriage Can be proved never t0 have existed then it Canh be ahnulled.
If a Catholic divorces in the eyes of the Civil law they Canhot remarry in the

The remarriage of persons
divorced from a living,
lawful spouse contravenes
the plan and law of God as
taught
cannot receive Eucharistic
communion.

CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH

The ideal situation as far as all Christians are concerned is that children should be brought up in a family with a
mother and father (unless one of them has died)

A major purpose of marriage is to have a family and bring them up in a Christian environment.

The Catholic Church teaches that Family is the basis of society and that

parents are to:

4+ baptise their children

4+ Take them to mass on Sunday
4+ Send them to Catholic school

4+ Ensure they make their first communion and get confirmed
+ Children are to respect their parents and care for them when they are

old

by Chri st|é.

ot
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What the Church doers to help with the upbringing of children

4+ Has catholic schools
4+ Provides children’s liturgies
4+ TRuns youth clubs and other activities

4+ TRuns marriage and family guidance services

+ Has infant baptism allowing parents to dedicate their children to God,
promise to bring them up in a loving home and generally help them to
think about how the children are brought up

How Catholic parishes help to keep families together

Family friendly masses

Welfare Council

Support and reminders about parental responsibilities at mass: re. marriage vows and reasons not to divorce

Parish priest available for a chat if there are family problems

Celebrating family: Blessed. Broken, Living Love is the national programme of support for marriage and family life

Leaflets for families facing challenges: divorce and re-marriage, bereavement, disability, belonging to two Christian
communities and dealing with gay and lesbian family members

Parish financial support in case of redundancy or illness, links to Catholic Marriage Care and National Catholic Child

THE CATHOLIC ATTITUDE TO
HOMOSEXUALITY

. Homosexuality Is hot a sin

« Homosexual acts are a Sin

. Catholics must hot

. disCriminate against homo
sexuals

« They will find help from God
and through the saCraments.

. Help is offered by the Church
t0 those [iving in aCcCordanhce
with its teaching.

THE CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE TO HOMOSEXUALITY

Church of England and liberal
Protestants teach that:

Lifelong homosexual relationships
are acceptable but not equal to
heterosexual relationships because:
Bible passages need to be re-
interpreted just as those about
women and slaves have been.
Same sex friendships such as David
and Jonathan are not condemned in
the Bible

Christian belief in love and accep-
tance means homosexuals should be
accepted.
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Evangelical Christian
attitudes towards
homosexuality

and

l'tdéds a sin

will change their orientation. Why?

. because the bible is the direct
word of God and it condemns

homosexuality

Stop Press!!

The Evangelical
p r aAlliance has recently said: it
‘we utterly repudiate
homophobia and call upon
Churches to welcome those of
a homosexual orientation as
they would welcome any

«  Salvation of Christ through his  |other person’
resurrection can remove all sins,
including homosexuality
CONTRACEPTION
+ Contraception has been an issue since the
population had to be controlled:
+ For the health of the mother
+ Provide more food for the family unit
+ Provide better standard of living
It is estimated that 90% of married couples in the UK use contraception
Natural Methods: the rhythm or natural family planning
method (NFP) - planning sex around the infertile period in a
womands monthly cycl e OR
measuring the hormone levels in urinefl 94% effective
Both require a degree of planning and a loving relationship
. —
Methods of Contraception: #
Catholic attitudes to contraception Artificial Meth?ds: barrier m-e'rhods e.g. cond?m; hormo-nal
methods e.g. pill; also the coil (IUD) and morning after pill
Responsible parenthood through NFP|is which prevent fertilised egg from attaching to womb wall
the only acceptable way. Artificial meth- | (also known as abortifacients)
ncr fn ~f> hmrs Fnjc-r hmsdmshnmr adb trd
in: All can be used without having to plan and in any type of
. 1930 Pope Pius XI condemned relationship. _ _
all artificial means Condoms also effective in
. 1951 Pope Pius Xl allowed NFP
r o gqs ne Fncf| bgd. shn .
. 1968 Pope Paul VI reaffirmed th]eéther Ehristian atlitudes to contraception
above on introduction of the pill ificial hod itted
. Can encourage promiscuity ang ° Art 'F'a methods arg permitte ,
RSC- r . Sex is for human enjoyment and expression of love
R Some can bring about early . nghrsh‘m—r b m admdehs eqgnl sgdrd
abortion new life.

Contraception is also a means to prevent sexually transmitted disease

pr e\
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eligion and Community Cohesion

keywords

community cohesion a common vision and shared sense of belonging

Discrimination

ethnic minority

interfaith marriages

multi-ethnic society

multi-faith society

prejudice

racial harmony
Racism

religious freedom

religious pluralism

sexism

for all groups in society

treating people less favourably because of their
ethnicity/gender/colour/sexuality/age/class

a member of an ethnic group (race) which is much
smaller than the majority group

marriage where the husband and wife are from
different religions

many different races and cultures living together in
one society

many different religions living together in one society

believing some people are inferior or superior without
even knowing them

different races/colours living together happily
the belief that some races are superior to others

the right to practise your religion and change your
religion

accepting all religions as having an equal right to co-
exist

discriminating against people because of their
gender (being male or female)
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CHANGING ATTITUDES TO THE ROLES OF MEN AND WOMEN IN THE UK

How attitudes Why attitudes

changed. changed.
Women have always had the . During first and second world war women
right to own property but had to did mends jobs and di

give it away when they married.
. Equal rights for women in other countries
From the 18500s| |it maded dfficelt not to enplement them

norm for women to stay at in the UK

home and look after the chil-

dren (1850i 50% worked, by . Contribution and success of women coun-

1900 it was 15% employed) cillors plus health and social care contri-
butions showed women as equal to men

1882iMar r i ed Women Prop-
erty Act allowed married . Suffragette movement
women to keep property

(@]}
(7))

. Social and industrial developments in the
18921 Local Govt. Act gave 6500s and 6600s | ed
women the right to stand as lo- ers

cal councillors
. UN declaration of Human Rights and Femi-
19183women over 30 allowed to nist movement

vote (men over 21)
. Labour Governments of 1964-1970 and
19287 Electoral Reform Act gave 1974-1979 dedicated to equal rights pass-
women equal rights and allowed ing Sex Discrimination and Equal Pay Acts
them to stand ajs MPOS

1970 Equal Pay Act gave same

CATHOLIC ATTITUDES TO THE ROLES
OF MEN AND WOMEN

pay for same work as men

19753 Sex Discrimination Act
made it illegal to discriminate
in employment on grounds of
gender or marital status

+  Men and women should have
equal roles as all are equal in the
eyes of God

# h dNeigee ean be teachers, readers,
Eucharistic ministers

+  Inthe US 80% of these posts filled
by women.

+  Only men can become priests
however.

G
X

S0CIALEQUALT %
FOR

Mends attitudes| |h&6be
19891 32% agreed women should
stay at home and look after
children. By 2008 it had

dropped to 17%.
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Why does the Catholic Church have this attitude to the roles of men and women?

e See Genesis 1:27

GENESIS 1:27

God created man in the image of himself, in the image of God he created him,
male and female he created them.

«1971 report called

man and the priest represents Jesus.

6Justice in

Catechism of Catholic Church teaches that men and women are equal

Catechism teaches that men can only be priests because all apostles were men, also Jesus was a

the Worl do

THE MODERN PROTESTANT ATTITUDE

Most Protestant Churches encourage equal roles in the
Church and have female ministers because:

Genesis 1 talks of equality

St Paul
equality.

tal ks of Oneither

The way Jesus treated women well:
Treated the Samaritan as equal

Had female disciples

First resurrection appearance was to
women

Some biblical evidence of female priests
in the early church banned at Council of Laodicea.

ma

Men and women
have been
created by God:
on the one hand,
in perfect equal-
ity as human per-
sons; on the
other, in their
respective beings
as man and
woman.
CATECHISM OF
THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH

There is neither Jew
nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female,
for you are all one in
Christ.

PAUL TO THE
GALATIANS 3:28

hl ed indicating

Be subject to one another out
of reverence for Christ.
Wives should be subject to
their husbands as to the
Lordéeach one
love his wife as he loves him-
self; and let every wife re-

spect her husband.

PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS
5:22-24

THE TRADITIONAL PROTESTANT ATTITUDE

because:

who were men.

. It is tradition that men have authority.

Men and women have separate and different roles: women should , submit
to husbands, look after children, not speak in church, look after children

. St Paul said women should not speak or teach in church

. St. Paul also said Adam was created first and therefore men had more
rights, plus it was Eve who led Adam astray

. Jesus had female disciples but the 12 important ones were the apostles

of
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THE UK AS A MULTI-ETHNIC SOCIETY

White British 92.1%
Asian British 3.9%
Black British 2.0%
Mixed British 1.2%
Chinese British 0.4%
Others 0.4%

In 1970 the Race Relations Act banned all forms of racial hatred and all attempts to stir up racial

hatred.

RACIAL PREJUDICE THINKING CERTAIN RALED ARE INFERIOR OR
SUPERIOR WITHOUT EVIDENCE.

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION PUTTING PRETJUDICE INTO ALTION AND TREATING

PEOPLE LESS FAVOURABLY BECAUSE OF THEIR
RACIAL, NATIONAL, ETHNIC OR COLOUR ORIGINS.

Problems that arise out of racism and
discrimination:

Racially prejudiced, religiously prejudiced people will not give jobs to those groups

Prejudiced landlords likely to refuse accommodation

Prejudiced teachers will discriminate by putting into lower groups leading to poor results

meaning poorer jobs.

Prejudiced police officers could stop and search without evidence, not treat evidence seri-

ously and give benefits to those they're not prejudiced against.

The effects of discrimination and racism:

Groups may feel alienated

Some believe that young black people may turn to crime be-
cause racism and discrimination prevent them getting good

jobs.

Some may turn to religious extremism because of a feeling of
alienation and religious discrimination.

Racism and discrimination leads to the rise of groups such as
BNP which stir up racial hatred

Every form of social or cultural
discrimination on the grounds
of sex, race, colour, social con-
ditions, language or religion,
must be curbed and eradicated
as incompatible with God’s
design.

CATECHISM OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
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The benefits of living in a multi
ethnic society:

. Less chance of war because of
ethnic groups and nationalities
knowing each other and possibly
inter-marrying.

. Multi-ethnic society brings new
ideas and new ways

. Food, fashion and entertainment

. We all see what we have in com-

mon rather than the differences

Why is community cohesion so
important?

. Without it different groups have
different visions of society lead-
ing to violence

. Lack of community cohesion in
Bradford, Burnley and Oldham
led to riots in 2001

. The report showed a divided so-
ciety, ignorance of others, weak
leadership with single faith
schools encouraging division .

. 7/7/07 bombers of the London
tubes and buses were UK citi-
zens who had lost a sense of
allegiance.

. Iraq, Kosovo and Kashmir have
no sense of community cohe-
sion and violence is a way of
life.

Ultimately, community cohesion is
about:

. Avoiding the bad effects of intol-
erance and harassment

. Encouraging groups to work to-
gether and treat each other as
citizens

. Ensuring respect for diversity

. Building up a commitment to

common shared bonds as citizens
of the same society

Government

action to
x’. W promote
" community
cohesion

The UK Govt. promotes community cohesion to overcome
prejudice, discrimination and racism by:

. Financially supporting groups

. Making it part of the National Curriculum in school
with OFSTED reporting on it

. Funding research into community cohesion

. Appointing cabinet ministers from ethnic minori-
ties

. Passing the Race Relations Act

. Passing the Crime and Disorder Act

. Passing the Racial and Religious Hatred Act

o Establishing the Equality and Human Rights Com-
mission

. Ensuring that Labour, Conservative and Liberal De-

mocrat parties oppose all racism and encourage
ethnic minority MP’s.

CATHOLIC TEACHING ON RACIAL HARMONY

+

The New Testament is totally opposed to any form
Racism: Good Samaritan

Jesus treated people of different races equally: Sar
woman treated as his equal, He healed a Roman
bdmstghnm-r rdqu ms+ Rh
Jesus cross) was black

St Paul taught that all were equal in Christ and tha
nations were descended from Adam therefore equa

The Catholic Church condemns racism of every
with Cardinals and bishops of different races.

Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ) w
for racial justice

narite

at all
1

kind

orks

=X — |

Gathaolic Association for Racial Justice

OME RACE = THE HUMAN RACE J ]

-
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What the Catholic Church does to help:
Set up the Office for Refugee Policy

April 2008 launched a new in initiative to integrate and welcome
new immigrants by:

* Developing different language leaflets for healthcare,
school entry etc.

* Providing English language classes

* Helping to set up new homes with essential equipment

Set up legal advice clinics
Mass in different languages

Encouraging other parishioners to see immigrants as hard working
and a vital part of our community

Why does it help?

The Bible teaches that God is a God of justice (OT Book
of Amos)

It teaches that no -one should be oppressed and by
working to achieve this we

It is treating others the way we would wish to be treated

It is following the example of Jesus: not to be served but
serve

It is in the Parable of Good Samaritan

Jesus was a refugee in Egypt as a baby.

ar

e

(@)
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The UK has been a multi -faith
society since the 16th
Century:

Significant dates:

1829ARCO6s gi ven sam
rights as members of CofE

1858 & Jews given same political
rights as members of CofE.

The uK as a Multi-
Faith society

¢

Living in a multi-faith society has many benefits:
e pol itical

* It increases tolerance and
understanding

* Gives people an insight into different

UK as a multi faith society quite N

diverse.

e.g. Tower Hamlets in London

36.4% Muslims

Leicesterii 14.3% Hindus

Slough i 9.1% Sikhs

religions

Makes people think seriously about their
own beliefs and whether they take their
own religion seriously

* People may even think more about
religion and religious ideas

Differences amongst Christians in their attitudes to other religions

Inclusivism

Exclusivism

Pluralism

The idea that non-Christian
religions have some truth but
not the whole truth.

Catholics and other Christians
hold this point of view.

Other religions should be
respected but Christians have
a duty to put over their mes-
sage because they have the
full truth.

Why?

They believe Jesus is the Son
of God who shows the nature
of God

Bible teaches the full revealed
truth and holds the story of
salvation

It is the teaching of the Catho-
lic Church in the catechism.

The idea that Christianity is the
only true religion and
Christians must try to convert
others.

Evangelical Christians hold this
point of view.

Other religions should be re-
spected and have freedom but
should be open to conversion

Why?

Jesus said ‘| am the Way, the
Truth and the Life. No-one
comes to me except through
the father’

Love thy neighbour means
wanting them to go to heaven
therefore they must be con-
verted.

Jesus said ‘Go make disciples of
all nations’ = convert people.

The idea that all religions are
equal and are just different ways
of finding God.

Liberal Christian protestants
hold this point of view

Christians should respect other
religions and work with them.

Why?

They do not believe the bible is
the word of God

They see Muslims, Jews, Hindu's,
Sikhs and Buddhists all living
holy lives

They believe God is a force, like
gravity

Jesus said ‘In my father’s house
there are many rooms’ =room in
heaven for variety of religions.
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THE UK AS A MULTI FAITH SOCIETY The Catholic
The UK is a multi-faith society. Census facts on religion in England and Wales C_hurch Uy
nises in other
QA religions that
| Christians: 72.6% | 42,558,000 | (M/ ] {1 searchef
® the God who is
| No religion: 14% | 8, 197,221 | N QE unknown yet
[ No answer: 8.2% | 4, 823,000 | n?ar S{nce he
a2\ gives life and
Muslim: 2.7% 1,591,207 app br_eath and all
O A I things and
| Hindus: 0.95% | 558,746 | — wants all men
[Sikhs: 0.57% [ 336, 040 to be saved.
CATECHISM
Buddhists: 0.25% 149, 237 OF THE
I! 1 CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Issues raised by for religion by a muklfaith society

For such a society to work the
same rights need to be enjoyed
by all.

No-one religion can be regarded
as having the sole truth.

Conversion:

There must also be religious free
dom and the right to pick and
choose.

Is an issue because religions and mtdith society
can conflict with each other:

Many religions see it as their right, even duty to
convert because:

* Theirs is the one true religion others are
wrong

* All should go to heaven but only if you are
Christian therefore others to be converted

* Holy books say that they should try to

This all leads to problems because:

Trying to convert followers of another faith is a type of
‘‘‘‘‘ 1 AAA
vert

Can lead to violence when people told their religion is
wrong

Catholics and other groups distinguish between
proclamation/evangelisation = telling people about faith
Proselytisation = converting other people.

The former leads to racial harmony in a mifHith society

convert believers.
N a multifaith soo%etylghndre(g E,)? have teﬁgloués L
oN) §A "ET A E 5 u ATl
eed (3
©
Most religions bring up children to believe theirs | ‘&
holds the truth and so they might not want them tp :
have religious freedom 3
=)
0AOAT 6O T AU x1 O0OU OEAQ -EQEAU
they follow the wrong religion. £
-3
Social pressures are exerted on children to remain in
faith and preserve tradition

oOn
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Interfaith marriages:

lems:

tions of the cemetery.

In a multi-faith society people of different faiths will fall in love and marry leading to prob-

* There is rarely a religious ceremony to accommodate different faiths.

* What religion will the children be brought up infi some religions insist that their faith
should take precedence e.g. Catholics, Jews, Muslims.

* After death where does a partner get buried. Different religions have different sec-

* Parents of the married couple may feel they have betrayed their roots and traditions.

RELIGIONS WORKING TOGETHER

Different religions have worked together for
many years.

Liberal Jews and Christians work together to
develop marriage ceremonies for mixed faith
couples

There are the COfE guidelines for the cele-
bration of interfaith marriages

Discovering what we have in
common is vital: e.g Abra-
ham and Moses for Jews,
Muslims and Christians

Christians and Muslims
getting on with each other is
also very important.

Main faith leaders have signhed
up for the honh-statutory guide-
lines for RE tO teach princCiples
of ALL the main faiths.

The Inter-faith Network for the UK

Jews, Muslims and Sikhs. It works by con-
centrating on what the religions have in
common rather than what divides them.

Vi

o |

repre-
sents Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Jains,

A<

Mahy cities have their own
dialogues:

e.g. in Liverpoo| the close
partnership of Catholics and
Anglicans.

In Glasgow, the FOrum Of
Faiths movement, founded
in the 1970°s by Christians,
Jews, Muslims, Sikhs and
Hindus. 1s aim is to show the
people of (zlasgow that each
Of the

religions is @ way of finding
God and a purpose in life.




