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This revision guide is NOT an exhaustive 
document.   
 
It must be used with your class notes 
and any other revision material you may 
have. 
 
It contains: 
 
¶ Revision check list 
¶ Revision notes 
¶ Past G.C.S.E. questions 
¶ Useful quotes for each section of the 

paper. 
 
You can find an e-version of this  
document on the school website . 
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Bible:     the holy book of Christians with 66 books split  into 

    Old  and New Testament 

 

Church :   the community of Christians (with a small c it means a  

    Christian place of worship) 

 

Conscience :  an inner feeling of the rightness or wrongness of an  

    action 

 

Situation  

Ethics :    the idea that Christians should base moral   

    decisions on what is the most loving thing to do  

    in a situation 

electoral  

system :   the way in which voting is organised 

 

first -past - 

the -post :   the voting system where whoever gets the most   

    votes in a constituency wins the seat 

proportional  

representation:  the voting system where seats are distributed   

    according to the proportion of votes 

national  

government :  the government headed by the Prime Minister   

   ` and Parliament which governs the whole country 

local  

government :  the local council which looks after local issues  such as 

    education and refuse disposal 

 

Decalogue :  the Ten Commandments 

 

Golden Rule :  the teaching of Jesus that you should treat others as you 

    would like them to treat you 

Religion and Social  

Responsibility. Key Words 
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Christians and Moral Decisions 

Why the bible has moral authority for 
Christians:  
 
All agree it is the way to find out 
what God wants them to do  
 
It contains Godõs teaching on how to 
behave e.g. 10 Commandments  
 
It contains Jesus teaching on how to 
live e.g. Sermon on Mount and par-
ables 
 
It contains the teachings of Christian 
leaders such as Peter and Paul  

However, there are differences about the 

authority of the bible among Christians: 

 

Some believe it is the exact word of God dictated 
to the writers by God therefore it IS THE ONLY  
AUTHORITY 

Some believe that God still 

speaks through the Church 

and it is only the Church 

that can say what the bible 

means today. 

Still others believe that the bible is the product of humans and is only a guide for 

making moral decisionsñthe bible should be interpreted  to fit the world today. 

The Authority of the  

Bible 
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 On moral issues the Church of England and Methodists elect an assembly which decides the Church 
views about moral issues 
 
The Roman Catholic Church has leaders e.g. Pope and Bishops to give moral teaching. 

Why the Church has authority:  
 
Most believe that the Church is how Jesus works in the world so 
it must have some authority  
 

Most believe that God speaks to the world today through the 
Church  

 
The Church is guided by God and so it MUST be able to make 

moral decisions  
 

If people follow Church guidance the can be sure theyõre doing 
the right thing.  
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Christians & CONSCIENCE 

Our conscience is that which makes us feel guilty if we do 
something wrong 

When  should we follow 

our conscience?  

 
Catholics are taught that it is the 

final part of the decision making 

process.  

 

Soé. If your conscience says do 

not do something then follow 

your conscience and donõt do it. 

Why should we follow our 

conscience? 

 

Because we believe that the 

voice of conscience seems to be 

the voice of God therefore  

Christians should follow it.  

 

The Church says that Christians 

should follow their conscience  

Why some Christians donõt always 
follow their conscience:  

 

You could be mistaken about the voice 

of God e.g. the Yorkshire Ripper claimed 

God told him to kill prostitutes.  

 

If Christians follow Church and Bible 

they know they are doing the Christian 

thing and that takes the place of  

Conscience.  

Situation Ethics: 
 
Is moral decision making based 
on Jesus command to love your 
neighbour as yourself and on 
the situation. 
 

Why some Christians follow 

situation ethics: 
 
Jesus over-ruled OT ideas when 
he though they were unloving 
e.g. he healed people on the 
Sabbath. 
 
They think you should only do 
what will produce good results. 
 
The Great Commandment is 
clear³love God and 
neighbour³and it will have  
loving results! 

Why some think it is wrong: 

 
¶ They say God would not have laws in 

the bible if not meant to be followed 
¶ They think the Church knows best what 

Christians should do. 
¶ You may not know all the facts & what 

seems like a loving thing to do may not 
be if you knew more facts! 
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The electoral system and how it works in the UK.  
 
¶ The British political system is a democratic monarchy.  
¶ There are elected parliaments in London and Edinburgh with 

an unelected Queen as the Head of State.   
¶ There are also elected assemblies in Wales and Northern Ire-

land. 
 
Ý In Britain, elections have to be held every five years or 

sooner. It is up to the government to decide when an election 
will be held.  

 
Ý Everyone in the UK over the age of 18 has the right to vote and 

they cast their vote for the political party they prefer.  
 
Ý At the same time each voter is choosing a person to represent 

them in Parliament as their Member of Parliament (MP).  
 
Ý Each area where candidates run for election is called a 

óconstituencyô.  
 
Ý The winner is chosen by the first -past

-the-post system. This means that 
the person who gains most votes in 
each constituency wins. 

 
Ý  The political party with the largest 

number of MPs forms the government 

The House of Commons:  

 

659 M.P.¨s but in2002 only 

118 were women. 

 

Most MP¨s are mainly 

white, male and middle 

class. 

 

House of Lords:  

 

This is not elected and its 

members used to come 

from the wealthy ¬now 

though they are ap-

pointed by the Govern-

ment.  

First past the post: 
 
MPõs and Councillors elected by this 
system. 
 
The person who gets the most votes 
wins even if they donõt get the majority 
of votes e.g. 
 
Candidate A could get 38 votes,  Can-
didate B 31 votes, Candidate C gets 
20 votes and Candidate D gets 11 
therefore the one with 38 votes wins. 
 
PROBLEM:  the votes of all the other  
people are just ignored. 

Arguments in favour:  
 
Usually produces a government from 
one party which is more efficient than 
coalition govt. 

Proportional Representation: 
 
MPôs and Assembly members elected by this system. 
 
The seats are divided so each party gets the same 
percentage of seats as it got votes. 
 
So, using the example opposite Candidate gets 38 % 
of the seats, Candidate B 31% and so oné.. 
 
BUT because no-one has got 50% of the overall vote 
the candidates have to cut deals and form alliances 
to vote together to defeat or pass law.  
 
The system is not as cut and dried but more people 
are represented. 
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National Government:  
 
Responsibilities: 
 
The central government 
makes decisions cov-
ering all the basic 
areas of life:  
¶ taxation,  
¶ defence,  
¶ social security,  
¶ housing,  
¶ education  
¶ and health.  
 
To do this it is helped by the Civil 
Service, which has over 600,000 
staff and is not elected.  
 
Ministers and governments come 
and go, but the members of the 
Civil Service remain in their jobs ð 
some say this helps give the UK 
stability. 

 
The Civil Service is sometimes 
known as óWhitehallô as this is its 
main base in the UK. 
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Local Government is funded by Council Tax 
and grants from National Govt. 
 
It is responsible for: 
 
¶ Environmental services 
¶ Trading standards 
¶ Social services 
¶ Planning and building 
¶ Roads, paths etc 
¶ Registration of births, marriages and 

deaths 
¶ Administering education, police and fire  
 brigade 

Christians and Politics  

 

There are several reasons why some may argue that Christians should keep out of poli-

tics; 

 
¶ 

The UK is a secular society and therefore politics should be run on a secular  

 
pattern.  

 

¶ 
The majority of people are not deeply religious and do not necessarily agree with Christian moral 

principles. 

  

¶ 
The UK is also a multi-faith society and it would be wrong for the political system to favour Christian 

moral views over those of other faiths.  

 

¶ 
A Christian should be concerned with spiritual matters rather than political ones. 

 
However, there are good reasons why Christians should be involved in politics, and indeed many MPs and 

other political figures are Christians: 

 

¶ 
Jesus was involved in politics and taught about the need to pay taxes and obey the authorities,  

 

¶ 
and he also challenged the authorities when he thought they were wrong.  

 

¶ 
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In principle, therefore, it seems wise for 
Christians to be aware of what is happen-
ing within politics and to be involved when 
they can make a special contribution, but 
to recognise that politics is for people of 
all faiths and for those without faith, all of 
whom should be allowed to be equally 
involved. 
 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and 
authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good. 
(Titus 3:1) 
 

The Welfare State: 
 
The Beveridge Report in 
1942 into social conditions 
said there were 5 evil giants 
facing society that had to 
be destroyed: 

¶ Want:  
 

a large number of people lived 
in poverty because they were 
sick, unemployed or widows 

¶  Disease:  
 

there was no free medical 
treatment and the poorest 
people could not afford to 
see  a doctor. 

¶  Ignorance:  
 

free secondary education was only for 
those who won a scholarship.  Most  
children left school at 14 with only a  
basic education. 

¶ Squalor: 
 
 many people 
were living in 
slums. 

¶ Idleness:  
 
nearly 10% of 
the workforce 
was unem-
ployed at the 
start of the Sec-
ond World War.
  

 As a result, successive governments introduced ways of relieving poverty and  
suffering, and the Welfare State came into being. The new measures included: 
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Welfare State  

Arguments  

Arguments in favour of the  
Welfare State  
 

¶ The Welfare State ensures that 

everyone gets treated equally in 
education, health and housing. 

 

¶ The NHS provides free health-
care for all 

 

¶ It avoids the unfairness of the 

rich getting better treatment 
than the poor. 

 

¶ The Welfare State ensures that 

nobody suffers extreme hard-
ship and poverty. 

 
It is based on Christian principles of 
loving and caring for others. 

Arguments against the Welfare 
State 
 

¶ It is expensive to run. 

 

¶ As new, more expensive, 

medical treatments are devel-
oped, the NHS has to spend 
yet more money. 

 

¶ Social security benefits may 

make some people reluctant 
to get a job. 

 

¶ The private sector provides 

better services than the public 
sector. 

 
Pensions are particularly  
expensive.  

The Welfare State in the twenty -first century  
Adults in work pay taxes and national insurance to provide the services of the Welfare State. The Welfare 
State gives: 

¶ free secondary education for everyone up to the age of 18 and financial help for poorer students at 

university 

¶ free hospital care and some NHS provision for dental and optical costs; 

¶ payments are also made to people who are too ill to go to work 

¶ payments and benefits to the unemployed 

¶ old-age pensions 

¶ child benefit for children at school 

¶ housing benefit for those eligible 
the unemployed help at job centres so they can find work 

 

¶  Secondary schools were made free for everyone and the school leaving age 
 was raised to 15. 
¶  National insurance and financial benefits were introduced to help the  
 unemployed. 
¶  The National Health Service (NHS) was set up to establish free healthcare 
 for all. 
¶  Thousands of new council houses were built and slums were demolished. 
¶ Nationalised industries and employment boards were set up to provide work 

for the unemployed 
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The Christian basis of the Welfare State  
The Welfare State is based on Christian principles contained in the Bible in the Ten Commandments 
and the Sermon on the Mount.  

 
The Ten Commandments (Decalogue) in Exodus 20:1ï20 highlight the  
importance of respecting and helping other people. For example: 

 

¶  Honour your parents Ą for instance, look after the elderly. 
¶  Do not murder Ą this could include making sure there is 

healthcare available to  
 prevent people dying from illness unnecessarily. 

¶  Do not steal Ą this includes helping the poor and needy. 
¶  Do not commit adultery. 

¶  Do not give false evidence. 
       W£ ¢£¨ v£ªx¨ £¨{x¦ ¤x£¤ xĈ§ ux £¢z|¢z§A 

Above all, Jesus gave what many  

Christians call the Golden Rule. This is a guide to 

the way in which people must treat others. It 

teaches that all Christians, rich and poor, should 

ensure everyone is properly cared for:  

 
ôDo to others what you would have them do to youü (Matthew 
7:12). 

 

This means establishing social systems that are im-

portant for everyone:  

¶ educating children,  

¶ helping the sick and  

¶ caring for the homeless.  

The Golden 

Rule 

Jesusõ teaching on  
welfare is best illustrated in the par-
able of the sheep and goats 
(Matthew 25:31ð46).  
 
¶ Jesus taught that it is a Chris-

tian duty to: 
¶ feed those who are hungry, 
¶ give clothes to the naked,  
¶ give water to the thirsty,  
¶ visit the sick and  
¶ help those who are in prison.  
 
If Christians do these 
things for people in need, 
they are doing them for 
Jesus. 

 Jesus spoke of the need for good deeds and actions 
to go alongside a personõs faith in God.  
 
To have faith by itself is not enough ñ faith without 
works is of little use and the believer who does not do 
good works will see his faith fade away. 
 
You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without 
deeds is useless?é As the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without deeds is dead. (James 2:20,26) 
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Religion and the  

Environment. Key Words 
Pollution:     the contamination/degradation of the environment 

 

greenhouse effect:  the trapping of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere  

     which is thought to increase the temperature of the  

     earth 

 

acid rain:     such pollutants as coal smoke which make rain more 

     acidic 

 

natural resources:   naturally occurring materials such as oil and fertile l 

     and which can be used by humans 

 

creation:     the act of creating the universe or the universe which 

     has been created 

 

stewardship:    looking after something so it can be passed on to t 

     he next generation 

 

Environment   the surroundings in which plants and animals live  

     and which they depend on to live 

 

conservation:    protecting and preserving natural resources and the 

     environment 

 

animal rights:    the belief that animal have rights not to be exploited 

     by humans 
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The earth is an ecosystem 

where everything  

depends on everything else  

The Greenhouse effect: 
Burning fossil fuels make CO2 pro-
]n\bg` Z [Zkkb^k e^mmbg` lngxl a^Zm 
in but stopping it escape and so we 
are warming up. 

Acid rain: 
Burning oil and gas puts more acid 
into the atmosphere so that rainfall 
becomes acidic and burns things 

Eutrophication: 
Use of fertilisers on 
farms plus sewage 
pollution results in 
too much nitrogen in 
rivers etc.  This 
make plants grow 
_Zlm " _bla \Zgxm `^m 
oxygen and die. 
 

Deforestation: 
Trees being cut down 
and not replaced.  
This leads to soil 
erosion so land be-
comes like desert. 

Radioactive pollution: 
Hn\e^Zk ihp^k lmZmbhgl ]hgxm ikh]n\^ 
CO2 or acid rain but they produce waste 
maZm aZl mh [^ [nkb^] _hk +***xl h_ r^Zkl( 
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The problem of scarce natural resources:  

There are renewables such as:  

 
Wind power, solar power, water power, fertile 

land, oil seed rape and sugar cane, soft  
Woods.  
 

There are non - renewables such as:  
 

Oil, coal, iron, tin, copper, uranium, natural gas 
and hard woods  

The decline in oil will cause the biggest problems.  Oil makes: Plastic, road surfaces, candles, 

polish, chemical food stuffs. 

 

Scarcity of metal will mean restrictions on car making, railway tracks, pans, kitchen appli-

ances 

 

Unless we start to do something we will run out of these resources and have no cars, tvôs com-

puters etc 

There are serious consequences ahead for humans with this lack of resources 

Non-religious arguments 
about the environment:  
 
¶ Itõs a Government problem ñ 

 1997 Kyoto agreement to cut green
 house gas emissions 
 December 2009 Copenhagen summit to 
 renew Kyoto agreement  
 
USA not involved in Kyoto under George Bush 
but will be with Barak Obama.  
 

¶ Science and technology will 

find solutions.  
 
Car makers looking for alternative fuels  and 
materials  
Efficiency of cars has improved: 50 small cars 
today pollute the same as one small car in 
1976 
 

¶ Alternative life styles should be 

promoted  
 
Clothes made from cotton and wool, organic 
food, ride bikes  

Genesis 1 & 2 states that God made 

the universe. 

 

Some see it as literal fact, others as 

a teaching that the earth and every-

thing in it is Godôs. 

Christian teaching on creation and the  

Environment.  

Christian  
attitudes  
to  
the  
Environment:  

As everything has been made by 
God it must be respected by  
humans 
 
Environment is a gift from God and 
so should be treated with care 
 
We have a duty to preserve it and 
ensure it continues to be what God 
intended it to be. 

Christian teaching on stewardship and the  

environment: 
¶ Genesis says that God gave humans the right to 

rule over earth but responsibilities come with this. 

¶ Old Testament has jubilee concept: every 50 years 

land rested and treated kindly 

¶ Parable of Talents says that humans have a duty to 

pass on more than given 
¶ Sermon on the Mount teaches about fair sharing of 

resources 
¶ Judgement Day will judge of behaviour and  

  beliefs and our stewardship 
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How Christian beliefs about stewardship affect attitudes to the 

environment.  

The responsibility to be Godõs  

stewards and leave the earth a better 

place means: 

 

¶ we should reduce pollution and 

preserve resources  

¶ Share earthõs resources more 

fairly and improve LEDCõs 

¶ Belief in judgment of our behav-

iour means that we should help 

the groups that work towards 

reduction of pollution and  

 conserve resources.  

Islam and creation: 

Tawhid is the belief that there is only one 

God and so there is unity in creation.  

 

This unity can be seen in the belief that 

the universe runs on scientific laws Φknown 

as ummah.  

 

There is a balance in the universe akin to 

a universe wide eco -system. 

Islamic teaching about creation and how it 
affects attitudes to the environment: 

 

¶ Everything is made by God and therefore must 

be respected by humans 

¶ Environment is a gif from God to humans and 

so must be treated with care 

¶ Muslims have a duty to preserve the environ-

ment and make sure it continues to be what God 

intended. 

Islam and stewardship: 
 
Islam teaches that Adam was Godüs  
Khalifahúor vice regent.  
 
All Muslims are Godüs khalifahs who keep 
balance of creation 
 
Day of judgement will mean a calling to 
accountv of what Muslims have done to 
the environment 
 
This life is a test and a major part of the 
test is looking after the environment in 
the way of Islam 

Islamic attitudes to the environment: 
 
¶ Reduce pollution and preserve resources 
¶ Improve the quality of life of less fortunate by sharing resources with 

LEDCõs 
¶ Share in and support work of groups who try to reduce pollution and 

conserve resources 

The work of a religious  

organisation supporting  

Conservation:  

 

Refer to class notes in  

exercise book.  
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Animal Rights 

Should they have the same rights as humans? 
 
If yes, then:  
 
¶ No medical research can be done that canôt be done on humans 
¶ There are no captive animals : no zoos or farm livestock 
¶ Canôt be eaten as food 
¶ Canôt be hunted, shot or fished 

If we accept that unnecessary suffering is wrong then:  
 
¶ Animals can be used for medical research as long as strict controls exist 

¶ They can be kept in captivity with regulation on treatment  

¶ Can be eaten fro food if slaughter is humane 

¶ Can be hunted but only for food, to prevent disease and control vermin  

The case for: 
 
¶ Animals suffer and experience en-

joyment and happinessúnot con-
sidering this is wrong 

 
¶ We donüt take human rights away if 

a person canüt exercise them so 
why do we do it with animals? 

 
¶ Young children are not self con-

scious or autonomous and have 
rights 

 
¶ Evidence is that apes, gorillas and 

chimps have self-consciousness and 
so should have same rights as hu-
mans 

Non-religious arguments 
about animal rights: 

The case against: 
 
¶ Rights = responsibility to act 

accordingly e.g. human right to 
free speech, freedom from ar-
rest, freedom of religion.  Hu-
mans can exercise those rights 
and animals canüt 

 
¶ Rights require self consciousness 

and animals donüt have itúthey 
cannot think and argue and have 
no perception of past and future 

 
¶ They are not autonomousúi.e 

canüt choose how to live their 
lives. 

 
¶ We can adapt if they weather 

gets coldúput up central heat-
ing. Animals without fur will die! 

 
¶ Rights are for those who can 

protect them and animals canüt 
 
¶ Animals live according to the 

ûlaw of the jungleü - they do not/
cannot respect other animalüs 
rights 

What do you think this cartoon is 
saying? 
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Christian teaching on animal rights: 

Islam and animal rights 

Muslims should not be 
cruel to animals because: 

¶ Farmers should care for livestock 

humanely 

¶ Animals for food should be  

 slaughtered without pain 

¶ Animals should be used for experi-

ments as last resort 

¶ Hunting is for food not sport 

Humans have a right to use animals for 

food and experiments aimed at improving 
human health, testing new drugs, toilet-

ries and food for health and safety be-
cause: 

 

¶ Qurôan says animals are part of 

Godôs creation 
 

¶ Qurôan teaches that animals have 

feelings and must be dedicated to 
God when slaughtered in a painless 

way 

 
¶ Qurôan states that humans can use 

certain animals for food 

 
¶ Hadith sayings (from Muhammad) 

say a lot about treating animals 
kindly 

 
¶ Shariôah teaches that animals can 

be used for experiments but only 

for human benefit.  

All Christians agree animals are part of 
Embèq apc_rgml, 
Most believe that:  
 
¶ Farmers should care for livestock 

humanely  
¶ Animals for food should be 

slaughtered without pain  
¶ Scientific research ok only when 

absolutely necessary  

 

However, they believe that humans 

have a right to use animals for food 

and for experiments aimed at testing 

new drugs, toiletries and food for 

health and safety because:  

 

¶ God is creator of animals as 

well as humans 

 

¶ God gave humans the right to 

control animals  

 

¶ Only humans have rights be-

cause only they were made in 

Ai^¡młcg[a_ 

 

¶ We have a duty to care for ani-

mals because of our steward-

ship. 

Some Christians are vegetarians and opposed to animals be-
ing used for food, experiments, hunted or fished because: 
 
¶ God is creator of animals as well as humans 
¶ Stewardship means care for animals 
¶ Jesus was the good shepherd prepared to lay down his 

life for his sheep 
¶ You canõt slaughter for food without being cruel ðits 

impossible 
¶ Animals have the same rights as humans 
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Religion: Peace and Conflict  Key Words 
nuclear weapons:    weapons based on atomic fission or fusion 

 

other weapons of  

mass destruction:    non-nuclear weapons which can destroy large 

      areas/numbers of people eg chemical  

      weapons 

 

pacifism :     refusing to fight in wars 

 

just war :     a war which is fought for the right reasons 

      and in a right way  

 

world peace :     the basic aim of the United Nations to remove 

      the causes of war 

 

bullying :     intimidating/frightening people weaker than 

      yourself 

 

forgiveness :    the act of stopping blaming someone and/or 

      pardoning them for what they have done  

      wrong 

Two areas of conflict in 

the world today  The two areas of conflict covered in 
this revision booklet are: 
¶ Israel and Palestine 
¶ Kashmir 
 
You may have covered different areas with 
your teacher & so be prepared to revise 
them for your examination. 
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After the Arabs captured the area from the Romans 
Palestine became part of the Arab Empire 

Israel & Palestine 
Why is there conflict between Israel and Palestine?  

The state of Israel existed from 1000 bc to 132 ad 
when the Romans banned Jews from living in  
Palestine after they rose up against Roman rule. 

During World War I Britain 
captured Palestine from the 
Turks and promised an  
independent state to the 
Palestinians and a national 
homeland to the Jews 

After WWI Britain ruled Palestine on 

behalf of the League of Nations and 

many Jews moved from Europe to  

escape from Nazism and Facsism  

After WW2 the Jews revolted 
against British rule and set up the 
State of Israel 

In 1948 the 

State of Israel 

was recognised 

by the UN and 

the parts of 

Palestine not in 

the new State 

of Israel be-

came the State 

of Jordan.  

However in 1967 Israel waged war with its 

neighbouring Arab states and took all the parts of 

Jordan west of the River Jordan in order to protect 

itself. 

 

This area is now called the West Bank and is part 

of what would be the new state of Palestine.  

Israel was ordered to give up its occupied 
territories by the UN but refuses to do so un-
til the Palestinians and neighbouring Arab 
states recognise Israelõs borders. 
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Kashmir 
Kashmir is a large area between the 

north of India and the East Of  

Pakistan.  South Kashmir is a  

province of South India.  

 
Most of the population of Kashmir is  
Muslim and several Muslim groups are fighting 
to make Kashmir a part of Pakistan which is a 
Muslim state, rather than being a part of  
India which is mainly Hindu.  
 
[£«xªx¦? ¨{x¦x t¦x ¡t¢­ ¡£¦x [|¢w©Ĉ§ |¢ ^t§{¡|¦ 
and there are actually more Muslims in India than 
there are in Pakistan. 
 

Why is there conflict 

in this region?  

¶ In 1947 India gained independence from 
the UK. 

 

¶ The NW part of India became Pakistan 
and later another area broke off to form 
Bangladesh. 

 
¶ In 1947 Kashmir, ruled by a Hindu, de-

cided to join India. 

 
¶ Mke myiaojrw ah rke Ajlcs p jl rkjp oeqjal 

do not want to join Pakistan 

 
¶ The Indian Govt. want to keep Kashmir 

as a buffer between India and Pakistan 
and between India and China and will 
not give up the region. 

Concerning the two conflicts: 
 
Both the Palestine/Israel and Kashmir 
conflicts have at their root religion. 
 
Israel and Palestine want their own 
§¨t¨x§ t¢w «|¨{ ^t§{¡|¦? ¨{x [|¢w©Ĉ§ 
want to stay with India and the  
Muslims want to be ruled by Pakistan. 

The Times October 2004: 
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used to set people against each other.  

Religion is usually the cause but it i
s an 

added factor.  T
he underlying problems 

are usually social or politic
al. 

 
Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald, presi-

dent of th
e Vatican council fo

r in
ter-

faith dialogue. 
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Nuclear weapons 

and other wmdõs  

Nuclear Weapons: 

 
¶ 1st produced at the end of WW2 

¶ USA dropped atom bomb on Hiroshima and  

 Nagasaki killing 84,000 people 

¶ Now a nuclear weapon is 1000 times more  

 powerful than those dropped on Japan 

¶ Nuclear weapons have the potential to destroy the 

earth 

¶ Mutually assured destruction (MAD) means that-

nuclear  powers will not use weapons as they 

could destroy the earth 

¶ USA, Russia, UK, France, China, India and Paki-

stan are definite nuclear powers but Israel could 

have them as well. 

 

Biological 

weapons 

 

Potentially can kill as 

many as nuclear weap-

ons but slower than 

chemical or nuclear and 

difficult to deliver.  

Infamous biological 

weapon is bacteria that 

causes anthrax a deadly 

disease resulting in 

 

Chemical weapons: 
 
E.g. nerve gas, poison gas as used in WW1 and they injure 
and kill by affecting skin, eyes, lungs, blood , nerves or 
other organs. 

Weapons of mass destruction 
include any weapon or device 
that is intended, or has the ca-
pability, to cause death or seri-
ous bodily injury to a significant 
number of people through the 
release, dissemination, or impact 
of: 
A) toxic or poisonous chemicals 
B) A disease organism or 
C) Radiation or radioactivity 
 
The U.S. Code, Title 50, War and  
National Defence 

 
 

Major problems raised by WMD©s  are that innocent  

civilians inc. children, the old and women can be targeted 

and this goes against the theories of just war. 
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Pacifism  Meaning to refuse to fight in wars. 

Christians have always been  

associated with pacifism from its earliest 

days.  

 

C20th has seen a revival of pacifism with 

Catholic group Pax Christi being one of 

the biggest but also Quakers, Plymouth 

Brethren and Christadelphians. 

 

Some Christians will not even resist any-

one who attacks them. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called sons of 

God 
Matthew 5:9 

I te
ll y

ou, do not re
sist an evil 

person.  If
 someone strik

es you 

on the rig
ht cheek, tu

rn the other 

one to him as well. 

Matthew 5:39 

 

Why are Christians pacifists?  
 
Christians are pacifists because  

 

¶ Jesus taught about turning the other cheek and lov-

ing your enemies  

 

¶ They believe that peace will only come if people re-

fuse to fight in war  

 

¶ Of the horrible things that happened to civilians  

¶ The 5th commandment bans killing  

 

¶ Jesus stopped Peter from using violence when he 

was arrested: ôPut your sword back in itõs place for all 

who draw the sword will die by the sword.  
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Just War: 
 
Pacifism is not the only 
way to bring about peace  
according to some Chris-
tians. 
 
War canõt always be avoided 
and so a way t o work towards 
peace is through fighting a 
just war. 

St. Thomas Aquinas  
developed a set of criteria for what 
would make a just war for  
Christians. 

Just War: 

 

The cause of war must be just (resisting 

aggression or removing a great injustice 

 

War is fought by authority of a government 

or UN 

 

It is a last resort (all non-violent methods 

have been used) 

 

There is a reasonable chance of success 

(lives should not be wasted if there is no 

chance of achieving the aims which justify 

the deaths) 

 

Method of war avoids killing civilians  

 

Method used must be proportional to the 

cause 

An explanation of why Chris-
tians believe in ôjust warsõ 
 
St. Paul said that Christians have 
to be government orders 
(Romans 13 and Titus 3) 
 
Jesus never condemned the sol-
diers he metñhe even com-
mended the faith of a centurion 
 
Jesus quoted as saying ôgive to 
Caesar what is Caesarõs which 
must mean fighting in a just war 
ordered by the government. 
 
The police protect us from 
criminals so an army fights a just 
war to protect innocent coun-
tries from criminal ones 

Everyone must submit himself to the 

governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has 

established.  The authorities that exist 

have been  

established by God 

Romans 13:1 

Islam and  

attitudes to war 

¶ No notion of pacifism or ²turning the other cheek³ in Islam. 

¶ All Muslims encouraged to ²struggle in the way of Islam³ Arabic for this is jihad which translated 

means holy war. 

¶ 2 types of Jihad:  greater and lesser 

¶ Greater:   struggle to make yourself and society perfectly Muslim 

¶ Lesser: struggle with yourself and desires and not fighting.  This is the one which means war 
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Islamic rules for a just war:  

* It must be fought for a just cause i.e:  

¶ Islam is being attacked  

¶ People are suffering an injustice  

¶ Self-defence  

 

* It must be a last resort ñall possible non -violent methods must have been tried  

 

* It must be authorised by a Muslim authority  

 

* It should cause the minimum amount of suffering  

 

* Innocent civilians (women, the old and the young) must not be attacked  

 

* It must be ended as soon as enemy lays down weapons  

What are the reasons for this 

thinking?  

 

The Qurΐan says Muslims must 

fight if they are attacked and 

they believe the Qurΐan is 

the word of God.  

 

Muhammad is the greatest  

example for Muslims on how to 

live life and he fought in 

wars 

 

Muhammad made many statements 

(recorded in the Hadith) about 

just wars  

 

The Qurΐan states that anyone 

who fights in a just war will 

go straight to heaven.  

Some Muslims be-
lieve that because 
of the nature of 
modern weapons 
no war can be just 
and so oppose all 
wars. 

The work of a religious organisa-
tion that works for world peace: 
 
PAX CHRISTI (the peace of Christ): 
 
Founded by Roman Catholics in 
1945 to promote reconciliation 
between French and German 
Catholics after WW2. 
 
The U.S. branch of Pax Christi 
witnesses to the call of Christians 
to non-violence. 
 
The main activities are: 

* Making public statements about war (Iraq 2004 & Afghani-
stan in 2001) 

 

* Criticising the US Govt. over defence budget and use of 
death penalty 

 

* Organising debates of morality of WMDõs 
 

* Working for racial and economic justice to remove causes of 
war 

 

* Working for global recognition of human rights 
 

* Educating US Catholics about war and peace issues 
 

* Trying to establish international intervention teams to prevent 
war. 

www.paxchristiusa.org  
or  

www.paxchristi.org.uk  

Visit  

Revision tip!  
 
Do you know  three or 
four reasons why a  
Christian would work 
for Pax Christi?  
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Bullying is intimidating or frightening 

people who are weaker than yourself. 

 

Bullying in school includes: 

 

Ý Name calling 

Ý Being pinched, kicked or hit 

Ý Possessions taken 

Ý Being ignored or left out  

Ý Abusive texts and emails 

Ý Abuse because of religion, eth-

nic origin, appearance, sexuality 

or disability. 

 

Results of bullying: 

 

Ý Poor exam results 

Ý Injury 

Ý Mental illness 

Ý Suicide or murder 

How to recognise bullying:  

 

¶ Child comes home with damaged 

clothes, cuts or scratches  

¶ Trouble with school work for no appar-

ent reason  

¶ Taking different routes to school  

¶ Children being irritable or easily upset  

 

Source: Childline  

Non religious attitudes to bullying:  

¶ Not approved of in society  

¶ All schools should have an anti - bullying 

policy  

¶ All trade unions have procedures to 

protect workers being bullied  

¶ Law treats verbal bullying as assault 

and bullying that leads to injury (gbh) 

and can carry prison sentences.  

 

Society disapprove of bullying because: 
 
¶ In a democracy everyone has human rights includ-

ing the right to live free from fear 
 
¶ Bullied people are less likely to contribute to society 

and achieving in careers 
 
¶ Bullies have no respect for the people they bully and 

no understanding of their responsibility in society 
 
Problem is:  very few bullied report assaults to the police. 
 
 

Religious attitudes to bullying:  all religions see bullying as wrong because: 

 

¶ Violence without just cause is sinful and bullying always involves violence 

¶ Bullying is mistreating God s creationwe re all individuals and important in God s eyes 

¶ Religious people should protect the weak and innocent bullying is the exact opposite,  

 exploiting the weak 

¶ Christians believe humans are made in God s image therefore bullies deny God. 

¶ Jesus as the Good Shepherd is an image of protector laying down his life for his sheep (John 

10:11) - how far do we go? 
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Conflicts between friends and family  

Likely causes of family conflict:  
 

¶ Parents refusing to accept childôs 

choice of partner because of race, 

religion, ethnicity, class, educa-

tion etc  

 

¶ Siblings disagreeing over care of 

elderly parents  

 

¶ Childôs choice of careerð

especially if low -earning after 

education  

 

¶ Between husband and wife re: 

number of children to have  etc.  

 

¶ Disagreement over content of 

wills ð 

 

¶ Moral issues: child deciding to co-

habit, friend wanting an abortion  

Likely causes of conflict between 
friends: 
 

¶ Jealousy over success 

e.g. lottery win and refusal to 
share when promised they 
would 

 

¶ Jealousy  over boy/

girlfriendsðespecially in mid-
teens 

 

¶ Moral issues ðRC girl 

may want an abortion causing 
conflict with friends or Muslim 
boy dating a Christian girl 

Christian teaching on forgiveness 

Most Christians believe that humanity split from God 
through sin but with Jesus sacrifice on the cross all sin is 
forgiven and reconciliation between God and humans can 
happen. 
 
All Christians should be committed to forgiveness and rec-
onciliation because: 
 
¶ Jesus died on the cross to bring forgiveness and 

reconciliation 
¶ Jesus said in reply to Peter that we should not for-

give 7 times but 77 times 
¶ Jesus said that if people do not forgive those who 

sin against them then God will not forgive their sins 
¶ St. Paul said that all Christians should try to live in 

peace with everyone. 
 
However, if two people quarrel about a religious/moral 
issue and the person quarrelled with goes against Chris-
tian beliefs then you cannot give up your Christian belief. 

Islam: forgiveness and reconciliation 

Islam teaches that God is merciful to those who repent and 
so Muslims should be forgiving to those who offend and try 
to bring about reconciliation.  
 
WHY? 
 
¶ God is compassionate and merciful to sinners and so 

Muslims should be  
 
¶ There is a Day of Judgement when everyone will be 

dealt with ñMuslims can request mercy but how can 
they if they wonõt forgive? 

 
¶ Qurõan says Muslims should forgive others sins and all 

Muslims obey the Qurõan 
 
¶ Hadith (sayings of Muhammad) talks a lot about forgive-

ness and bringing reconciliation and the prophet Mu-
hammad must be followed  

 
However, if forgiveness goes against Islam or denying Islamic 
principles then itõs not acceptable. 
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Religion: crime and punishment  Key Words 
sin:     an act against the will of God  

 

crime:     an act against the law 

 

law:     rules made by Parliament and enforceable by the  

    courts 

 

justice:     due allocation of reward and punishment, the  

    maintenance of what is right 

 

deterrence:   the idea that punishments should be of such a nature 

    that  they will put people off (deter) committing crimes 

 

retribution:   the idea that punishments should make criminals pay 

    for what they have done wrong 

 

reform:    the idea that punishments should try to change  

    criminals so that they will not commit crimes again 

 

judgement:   the act of judging people and their actions 

 

punishment:  a penalty given for any crime or offence 

 

capital  

punishment:   the death penalty for a crime or offence 

  

Sin = an act against the will of God 

Crime = an activity that breaks the law of the land 

 

Many crimes are sins as the law of the land is often the same as the law of God®e.g. 

murder, rape & theft. 

 

However®not all sins are crimes e.g adultery,  

Abortion or a rich man asked for food by a starving man and he refuses he©s not commit-

ting a crime but he has broken God©s law. 
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Equally so,  not all crimes are sins. 

 

Martin Luther King broke the law in the U.s. 

campaigning for civil rights®everytime he sat on 

a seat reserved for white people he was break-

ing the law. 

 

In God©s eye we are all equal and so he had not 

committed a sin. 

Germans who gave 

jobs to Jews in Nazi 

period were breaking 

the Nuremberg Laws 

but it was not a  

religious law and so no 

sin had been 

committed. 

Many religious people would say that it is more important to obey Godôs laws and avoid sin than it 
is to obey the law of the land.  Lawyers will say that al laws should be just and so itôs not sinful to 
obey them. 

Court of Appeal 

High Court 

 

Deals with claims 

over £10,000 ñ

libel, tax, family 

County Court 

 

Deals with small 

claims, straightfor-

ward adoption, 

Civil Law settles 

disputes between  

individuals 

House of Lords 

Court of appeal 

Crown Court 

 

Judge and jury for 

indictable offences 

Magistrates Court 

 

Deals with commit-

tal proceedings for 

Crown Courts, less 

serious criminal 

offences, marital  

disputes, public 

Criminal Law deals 

with criminal acts 

We need laws because: 
¶ Societyôs individuals need rules to protect the 

weak from the strong e.g. if there were no laws 
there would be chaos:  

 
¶ no traffic laws = chaos; no business laws peo-

ple would steal; people could be sacked for no 
reason; imagine if there were no laws on rape, 
stealing, murderé. 

We need laws so that : 

 

¶ People know what sort of 

behaviour to expect from 

each other 

¶ People can work and be 

involved in business 

without someone taking 

their reward. 

¶ People are protected 

from violence 

The law and justiceɂis there a connection? 
 
Thomas Aquinas said an unjust law is not a proper 
law because if it is unjust: 
 
¶ people will feel that it is ok to break it 
¶ People may feel that all laws are unjust 
¶ People will take the law into their own hands 

If laws are unjust they disrupt 

rather than unite society. 

 
Legal Aid helps achieve justice 

by using taxes to give free legal 

help to the poor accused of 

crime. 

 
The murderer of Rhys Jones 

was given legal aid to defend 

himselfðwithout it th
e trial 

would not have gone ahead. 
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C
hristian attitudes to justice

 
Justice has always been important  to Christians because they be-

lieve:  

 

¶ God is just and will reward good & punish evil either in this world or 

the next  

¶ God wants a justly ruled world and so Christians should be con-

cerned with fairness  

¶ They should also work towards a fairer sharing of Earthõs resources 

e.g. debt and human rights.  

 

Christians believe in justice  because:  
 
The bible says that God is a God of justice  
 
The bible says people are to be treated fairly and not 
cheated  
 
Jesus said the rich should share with the poor  
 
The New Testament says much about treating people 
equally  
 
The Churches have made many  
statements about the need to work for justice.  

Isla
m

 a
n

d
 Ju

stice
 

For Muslims God is a just God who rewards the good and punishes the bad on the 
last day. 
 
`©§ |¡§ y£  £« f{t¦|Ĉt{Ą¨{x  t« £y ¨{x  t¢w §{£© w ux Z£wĈ§  t«  
 
a system of justice based on courts with strict rules on how everyone should be 
treated operates 
 
Muslims will not charge interest as money goes from the poor to the rich where the 
just way would be opposite 
 
Charity is a key concept in the pillar of ZakatĄMuslim Aid and Islamic Relief try to 
bring justice to the world 

Muslims believe in justice because: 
 
¶ The Qurõan describes God as just 
¶ The Qurõan says that God wants to treat people fairly 
¶ Muhammad acted justly and treated everyone equally 
¶ Shariõah law is based on justice for all 
¶ All are equal before Islamic law 
¶ Pillar of Zakat based on justice 
¶ The good will be rewarded and bad punished on the 

Last Day 

And the firmament has He 

raised high, and He has set 

up the balance of justice in 

order that you may not 

transgress. 

 

Surah (verse) 55:7 

 

Firmament=heaven 

Transgress= misbehave 
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Theories of Punishment: 

Retribution:  criminals should pay for their crime and in 
proportion to its severity 
 
Deterrence:  t§ |¨ §t­§N v©¨ t {t¢w £yy t¢w ¨{x­ «£¢Ĉ¨ 
steal again, execute for murder and people will not mur-
der. 
 
Reform:  educate the criminal to be honest and law abid-
ing and they will not have reasons to commit crime 
 
Protection:  put dangerous and violent criminals in 
prison so society is protected 

Christianity and punishment: 

 
Cepsp oeqyocec fsljpkmelr yp @ac p oepfalpjbjZjrw( 
 
Reform is the only purpose of punishment for 
most Christians. 
 
>teowale jp dyfybZe ah bejlq oeceemec bw @ac p 
saving power¥everyone if they seek it can be 
forgiven. 
 
WHY: 
 
¶ Cepsp pyjc cal r iscqe feafZe 
¶ Woman caught in adultery was forgiven in 

the gospel 
¶ Jesus said settle problems out of court 
¶ The church has always seen itself as a way 

of bringing new life to criminals 
¶ Middle Ages¥concept of sanctuary and 

protection under the Church 
¶ Modern Church makes many statements 

on punishment being a reformative  
¶ process enabling criminals to re-enter so-

ciety 
 
Durham Cathedral 
sanctuary knocker 
Dating back to the 
middle ages. 
 

Christians also believe that punishment should be a 
deterrent and means of protection: 
 
St Paul said civil authorities should uphold the law 
Without police force  and punishment society col-
lapses 
Jesus threw the money changers out of the templeτ
he judged and punished people for preventing others 
praying 

Islam and punishment: 
 
Criminals should be punishedĄd©¦Ĉt¢ §x¨§ £©¨ vx¦¨t|¢ 
punishments for certain crimes. 
 
Judgement on Last Day will punish all who have commit-
ted crime 
 
Islamic attitudes based heavily on DETERRENCE AND 
eXYbe`A  d©¦Ĉt¢ §¨t¨x§M 
 
Thieves should have hand amputatedĄdeterrent to  
future thieves and reform for the thief because of  
constant reminder. 

Why this attitude?  

¶ If itńs in the Qurńan (amputation for thieves, 

whipping for adulterers) then Godńs word must be 

followed  

¶ Whipping and amputation allows offender to remain 

in society with families and theyńll be less 

likely to offend  

¶ Deterrence has to be severe ŀamputation better 

than 6 months in prison?  

¶ Strict punishments are a last resort  

 

In Islam a criminal 

can pay compensa-

tion to a victim or 

victimôs familyð

seen as a form of 

retribution 

As to the thief, male or 
female, cut off his or 
her hands: a punish-
ment by way of exam-
ple, from God, for their 
crime. 
Surah 5:41 
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Dietrich  
Bonheofferτ 
a religious prisoner of 
conscience 

Brief biography:  
 

¶ Born 1906  

¶ Experience of WW1 
made him a Christian 
pacifist  

¶ Studied theology & 
became a lecturer and 
chaplain  

¶ Opposed Hitler and 
Nazis and broadcast 
an attack on them 2 
days after Hitler 
came to power  

¶ April 1933 criticised 
the first attacks on 
Jews 

¶ After a period in 
London which he used 
to tell people about 
the Nazis he returned 
to Germany in 1935  

¶ 1937 arrested by  
 Gestapo.  

Reasons for his arrest:  
 
He said Christians not obey Nazi law on 
Jews 
 
Said that Christian principles should pre-
vent them doing military service for Na-
zis 
 
Told world Christian leaders to have 
nothing to do with official German Chris-
tian Church controlled by Nazis  
 
Preached sermons in Germany saying 
laws contradicted Christian principles  
 
Had close contacts with another Christian 
resistance figureñMartin Niemoller.  

Effects of punishment: 
 
Bonhoeffer had influential relatives and was released shortly after  
arrest in 1937 
 
The effect was to realise pacifism was not the answerQNazis could not 
be opposed by non-violent means 
 
April 1943 arrested again for subverting armed forces 
 
July 1944  Hitler nearly assassinated Q Bonhoeffer had connection with 
plotters and was moved to Buchenwald concentration camp 
 
April 1945Qexecuted at Flossenberg extermination camp 

The nature of capital punishment:  
 
Called execution or the death penalty it is the process of judicial killing.  
As years went by the number of capital crimes reduced to that of murder  
1970ñdeath penalty abolished in UK.  
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Capital punishment Ʒarguments for & against.  

In favour Against 

It will be a deterrent and so fewer 
murders will happen. 
 
Murderers and terrorists are great 
threats to societyðtheir lives must 
be taken away so they canôt re-
offend 
 
Human life is the most important 
thing there isðits value can only 
be shown by giving those who 
murder the worst possible punish-
ment which is death penalty 
 
Retribution and/or compensation 
are major parts of punishment and 
the only retribution/compensation 
for murder is execution. 
 
 

People convicted for life have 
later been found innocentðthey 
are released and compensated 
but not if they have been exe-
cuted 
 
Those countries without death 
penalty have lower murder rates. 
 
Many murderers do not expect to 
get caught and donôt think of 
punishment 
 
If you know you are going to be 
killed if caught are you more 
likely to kill to avoid being 
caught? 
 
Executed terrorists become mar-
tyrs 
 
Execution shows society does 
not regard life as sacred 
 
Life imprisonment is worse than 
deathð2003 94 men & women 
committed suicide in prison 

What do Christians say?  
 
Capital punishment is un -Christian and 
can never be justified, in fact Chris-
tians should campaign against because:  
 
Jesus came to save sinners.  How can 
someone be savedñor reformed if exe-
cuted? 
 
Law of New Testament ñlove your ene-
mies, neighbour, etc ñreplaces law of 
Old Testament of an eye for an eye.  
 

What do Christians say?  
 
The bible sets down death as a punishment 
therefore itõs ok 
 
Roman Catholics and Anglicans have not  
retracted statements permitting use of death 
penalty  
 
Christian Church has used capital punishment 
for heresy  
 
Thomas Aquinas argued peace of society is 
more important than reform of sinner and so 
capital punishment is ok  

You have heard it said 

óeye for eye, tooth for 

toothô.  But I tell you, do 

not resist an evil person.  

If someone strikes you 

on the right cheek, turn 

to him the other also. 

 

Matthew 5:38 

(New Testament) 

If a man hates his 

neighbouré.assaults and kills 

him and then flees to one of these 

citiesé..send for him, bring him 

back....and hand him over to the 

avenger of blood to die.  Show 

him no pity. 

 

Deuteronomy 19:11-13  

(Old Testament) 
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Islam and capital punishment 

Capital punishment allowed for 
three crimes:  
 
¶ Murder 
¶ Adultery  
¶ Apostasy ( a Muslim denying 

Islam and undermining it)  

Muslims agree with capital punishment because: 
 
It is set down by God in the Qurõan 
 
Muhammad made several statements agreeing with it for 
murder, adultery and apostasy 
 
Muhammad sentenced people to death when ruler of 
Madinah 
 
Sharõiah states that capital punishment is the punishment 
for murder, adultery and apostasy. Muslims use all the non ð

religious arguments in favour of 
capital punishment.  

 
Some believe that capital punish-

ment is a recommendation in the 
Qurôan and not compulsory. 

 
Also a family can accept blood 

money from the murderer in-
stead of requiring the deaths 

sentence.  
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Religion and Medical Issues 

Medical treatments for infertility 

In-vitro fertilisation (IVF) = when an egg from the woman 
is fertilised outside the womb using husband or donor 
sperm and then replaced in the womb 
 
!ǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǎŜƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ό!LIύ Ґ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŜǊƳ 
inserted into his wife by mechanical means 
 
Artificial insemination by donor (AID) = when anonymous 
man donates sperm which is inserted mechanically into 
mother. 
 
Egg donation= when egg donated by another woman, fer-
ǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ōȅ L±C ǳǎƛƴƎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŜǊƳ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƻƳō ōȅ 
mechanical means 
 
Embryo donation= when both egg and sperm come from 
donors and are fertilised by IVF and then inserted in 
womb mechanically 
 
Surrogacy= either egg and sperm of wife and husband are 
ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛǎŜŘ ōȅ L±C ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻƳō 
or when another woman is artificially inseminated by hus-
ōŀƴŘΩǎ ǎǇŜǊƳΦ 
In both cases, after the birth the woman hands the baby to 
the husband and wife. 

All children born from  
donated sperm, eggs or 
embryos after April 1st 
2005  have the right to dis-
cover their genetic parents 
when they are 18. 

Non-religious  
arguments about  
fertility treatments  
 
There are very few!  
Some worries about 
surrogacy and legal 
situation of who the 
mother is.  

Christian attitudes to infertility treatments:  
 
Roman Catholic view : life is given by God and no -one has the right to children.  There is 
sympathy for the childless but if the sacredness of life is threatened and sex acts are not 
natural then fertility treatment using medical technology is banned  
 
Reasons for this attitude:  
¶ IVF involves fertilising several eggs, some of which are thrown away or used for ex-

periments and so akin to abortion  
¶ All forms of AIH involve solo sex acts by the male which is regarded as sinful by the 

Church 
¶ All forms of embryo technology involve fertilisation taking place apart from the sex 

act.  Catholics believe God intended procreation to be a part of the sex act.  

Section 5: Q. 9 
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Other Christian Churches view:  allow IVF and AIH because: 
 
¶ It is good to use technology to provide couples with the joy of children 
¶ Egg and sperm are still from the husband and wife 
¶ Discarded embryos are not foetuses and their destruction can be justified by 

double effect doctrineñi.e. intention is to produce children for childless couple, 
not kill embryos 

 
All Christians would encourage childless couples to adopt. 

Islam and infertility treatments: 
 
Most Muslims accept IVF and AIH when a couple have infertility problems 
because: 
 
¶ All Muslims are expected to have a family and medicine is helping this 

happen 
¶  See bullet points 2&3 above 
 
However, Shariah Law bans all other types of embryo technology because 
they deny a childôs right to know itôs natural parents and they are similar to 
adoption which is banned in Islam. 

: Genetic engineering 

Genetic engineering: the deliberate modification of the characters of an organism by 
the manipulation of genetic material. 
 
Genetic diseases affect a lot of people and can cause mental retardation, physical deformity 
or early death.  Scientists are researching into: 
¶ Cystic fibrosis 
¶ Muscular dystrophy 
¶ Sickle cell anaemia 
¶ Tay-Sachs disease 
¶ IǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƻǊŜŀ 

Stem cell research has been legal since 

February 2004 in the UK. 
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Non-religious arguments in favour 
of genetic engineering: 
 
¶ Offers a cure for incurable dis-

eases 
¶ Research into stem cell cloning 

would only use embryos until it 
was easier to use adult cells 

¶ Genetic engineering is an inte-
gral part of medical research 
and is bound to include some 
genetic engineering 

¶ It is all closely monitored by the 
law but has vast benefits 

Non-religious arguments against genetic 
engineering: 
 
¶ Too little information about long-term 

consequences 
¶ Effects are irreversible so if anything 

went wrong it would be permanent. 
¶ Places too much power in the hands of 

the scientists 
¶ It treats the human body as a com-

modity 
¶ Offers the possibility of people being 

genetically screened  
 before getting life insurance. 

Christian attitudes to genetic engineering:  
 
Some Christians, mainly liberal protestants believe genetic en-
gineering is a good thing because:  
 
1. Jesus was a healer who showed that Christians 
 should do all they can to cure disease  
 
2. Discovering the genetic makeup of humans is part  of 
 what God wants us to do as stewards of his creation 
 and no different than discovering drugs to improve 
 human life  
 
3. Creating cells is not creating people, it is seen as 
 working with God  
 
4. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority says 
 embryos are not  potential human life until 14 days old 
 
5. Plus all the non-religious arguments referred to over leaf 

You will also 

need these 

points when 

referring to 

Catholic  

attitudes as 

well as  

Islamic  

attitudes.  

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/index.html
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Catholics are OK with genetic  
ŹƂŻŽƂŹŹƆŽƂŻ ŵƇ ƀƃƂŻ ŵƇ Žƈ ŸƃŹƇƂMƈ ƉƇŹ 
embryos and is used to cure disease. 
 
They also accept the first three points 
on p. 35 but disagree with embryo use 
because: 
 
¶ Life begins at the moment of con-

ception whether in the womb or a 
glass dish 

¶ Killing an embryo is killing a hu-
man life and that is wrong 

¶ Embryo production uses methods 
with which the Catholic Church 
disagrees. 

There are some Christians who are opposed to all ge-

netic engineering because: 

 

¶ God created our genetic makeup at conception 

and people have no right to interfere with it and 

thus god©s will 

 

¶ Genetic engineering is playing God and that is a 

great sin 

 

¶ It is wrong to make earth perfect, only heaven is 

perfect.  Life is preparation for heaven  and 

should not be used to try to make heaven on 

earth. 

 

¶ They also accept all non-religious arguments 

against genetic engineering 

Islam and genetic engineering  

 

Some Muslims are opposed to genetic  

research in any form because:  

 

¶ Genetic make up is determined by God and 

canõt be altered 

 

¶ Embryo research is the same as abortion  

 

¶ Those scientists  trying to create life from 

stem cells are acting as God and this is un-

forgivable  

 

¶ They accept many of the non -religious  

 arguments against genetic engineering  

Some Muslims believe that genetic engineering is good as long as it is done to cure 

disease and not produce the ôperfectõ human because: 

 

Qurõan and Hadith teach that Muslims should do all they can to cure disease 

 

As vice - gerents (someone who looks after things for God) of creation we should 

want to improve human life.  

 

See p.35 and bullet points 2 - 5 points for further reasons.  
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Transplant surgery  
This is when organs are 

taken from one person 

and put into another to re-

place a malfunctioning or 

diseased organ.  

 

Problems are:  

Rejection means strong 

drugs need to be taken by 

the host  

There are two types of transplant 
surgery: 
 
One uses organs from dead peo-
ple 
The other uses organs from a liv-
ing person e.g. bone marrow, one 
kidney. 
 
The Human Tissue Authority 
ensures that commercial organ 
dealings do not happen. 

Non-religious arguments in favour of transplant surgery:  
 
¶ It is effective and proven in curing life threatening disease  
¶ Uses organs that would otherwise be buried or burned  
¶ Gives people a chance to help others after their death  
¶ It brings life after death.  

Christian attitudes to transplant surgery:  
 
Most agree and many carry donor cards however they may have objections to pay-
ment for organs .  They agree because: 
 
Immortality of the soul means that the body is not needed after death and so its or-
gans can be used for the living 
 
Christians who believe in resurrection believe that St. Paulôs words that the body will 
be transformed and the resurrected body will not need organs  
 
Jesus said love your neighbour and treat others as you would yourselfðboth of which 
justify transplants.  
 
Bible is full of statements about not exploiting the poor.  


