Report on the Geography Quiz held at Cardinal Newman Catholic High School on November 29th, 2010
So this is what happened in chronological order.

There were twelve of us.  Four pupils in each lower school year had been given the opportunity to participate in the Geography Quiz at Cardinal Newman High.  We embarked the white minibus and departed towards Cardinal Newman.

There were a few people I knew from my year, but I didn’t know anyone in the other years.  You could sense the radiance of enthusiasm and anticipation.  The noise levels were high with gossip and chatter as we travelled.  The minibus came to a sudden halt.  Everyone jumped out hastily as soon as the sliding door revealed a fissure of light.  The school was towering above us and the vehicles in the car park.  We rushed towards the double doors providing entry to the school.

We went inside and examined the surrounding work (mostly Art and Design0 as Mr Mawe signed us it.  A geography teacher came to meet us; I cant remember his name but he took us to his geography room.

We entered the silent, dormant classroom.  Nobody was inside and this made me think that we were slightly early.  It was then that we had discovered an unanswerable crisis on our hands.  For an unknown reason we had three pupils in Y9 and five in Y8.  It wouldn’t be fair at all if one group had less people than the rest and visa versa.  Mr Mawe selected me to join with the Y9 group.  I must admit, even though they were all a year above me they were all very welcoming.  There were two boys and a girl excluding me.  Moments later the Cardinal Newman groups arrived, the rules were explained and the quiz began.

There were about four different rounds: an alphabet round, all the answers started with letters of the alphabet; a map round, we had to label the different landmarks in the North West; a multiple set round, we picked a random group of questions containing all different types of questions, and a ‘Fast Finger’ round, the first group to put their hands up won the right to answer a question. I was very nervous as the scores were so close.  I was in a very competitive mood that day and give it my all.  The Y9’s answered most of the landmark and place questions without hesitation.
Once the quiz had ended we chatted about some of the questions and the experience, until the final scores were announced.  All the groups were called out in ascending order until it was for second place.  It was between our group, The Religious Red Squirrels and the Y7 St Gregory’s team.  Silence prevailed for a trembling moment, and then came a voice saying that the Y7 group were second, which meant we had won!  The group were overjoyed and proud, as we each got our certificates.  I will remember this day day for a long while.

Overall I had a fantastic experience.  It was fun and competitive and I would be more that happy to attend the event again.  I am very surprised that our Y7 group came second.  They gave a good effort and so did all the other groups.  

Ryan Sage 8P
