LITERACY POLICY

This supports the School Policy in the Staff Handbook.
www.puzzlemaker.com provides excellent word puzzles. 
Words for display

We have a list of all the key words used in the National Numeracy Strategy.  Words will be selected from this and displayed on the walls of each classroom.

Reading
Pupils take an active part in reading.

We encourage students to read questions carefully and extract relevant information.
Emphasis on RTQ (read the question) and RTQA (read the question again).

We also use ‘reading strategies’ as appropriate.  Especially encourage weak or poor readers to use accepted strategies (possible INSET available).
Pupils take an active part in interpreting prose.

One important aspect of maths is to show pupils how to break down a long-winded question into component parts.  Each section can be highlighted with marker pen on the board.  Information is then rewritten in diagrammatic form or as a symbol.  A question rephrased in symbols or diagrams is more easily understood - so we should be looking for opportunities to develop this skill in the pupils.
The Key Maths textbooks are more accessible than previous books to the different reading ages.

The integrated learning system encourages the development of reading for understanding.

Writing
Normal solutions “Don’t say little in many words, rather say a lot in few”…..Pythagoras 
We encourage being precise and to the point.   Most work involves abbreviations, symbols and diagrams.  Normally we do not encourage a lot of written descriptions, as the whole idea of maths is to set out work simply, neatly and logically.  Everything needs to be uncluttered.  We can, however encourage a neat tidy layout of work with headings, references and dates.
 Pupils take time and care over their written solutions.
Whenever a question asks for an interpretation or a description of findings, pupils must write down their thoughts in correct English.

The topic of statistics lends itself to providing clear written interpolation or extrapolation of results.  Emphasis is always on concise answers.

Spelling
Mathematical words

   Break mathematical words into sections.  e.g. ‘isos’ ‘celes’.  Give some meaning to the parts if you know them.  ‘isos’ means equal ‘celes’ sides.

Put the words into historical perspective, such as the Greeks experimenting with shapes.

   Ideally, key words are displayed around the classroom.

Class competitions for the best mnemonics for difficult words such as parallelogram make nice homeworks!!
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