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                          Paired Mathematics

What?      Pre-school tutorials in either general

                 mathematics or times tables.

Why?       Your child has been identified as being

                able to benefit from this intervention

                strategy to help raise their level of 

                achievement  in basic number work. 

When?     Every Tuesday morning, 8:15 am to

                 8:45 am from October to April.

Where?    In either room   F1, F2  or   F4.

Who?       Under the supervision of Mrs Siddell, 

                 Mrs Lloyd, Mr Johnson and Dr 
                 McCaffer, Dr Waterton and Mr 
                 Mousdell, volunteers from the top sets
                 in year ten will guide pupils through a 
                 catch-up programme which includes 
                 some of the  year seven challenge
                 materials and the springboard units.

How can I help?

            By ensuring that pupils arrive early for the 
            tutorial sessions.

                   By checking that your child’s diary has a 
                   purple spot, indicating that they have 
                   attended the tutorial.

             By alerting Mrs Siddell promptly if any 
             problems or difficulties arise. 
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                          Paired Mathematics

Thanks !!       Thank you for helping with the paired 

               mathematics scheme. We hope you enjoy  

               the experience. Your assistance is 
               invaluable.
Time?            Arrive in good time. (8.15 am) Remember 
                      you are a role model.  If you’re partner 
                      is late, then start to prepare some 
                      questions for them. Take control !
Think!            Look at the comments and targets you 

                set last time, so that you know whether 

                your partner needs to reinforce past 

                work. Alternatively they may need a 
                break from the topic!

Talk               Explain each new section of work 

                      carefully, using the coaches handbook
                      for guidance and inspiration.              

Listen            Watch your partner carefully,  ask them  

                      to explain their methods. They may 

                have a correct new way of tackling  a 

                familiar problem. 

Encourage      Encourage them to show working 

                on the blank pages e.g. carrying figures.

Mark              Spot errors quickly and tell your        

                partner sensitively. Always do 

                corrections! 
Praise             Always find something to praise, even 

                 when correcting mistakes. Your aim is      

                 to make your partner feel comfortable 

                 and confident with their mathematics. 

Targets          At the end of the session, take time to 

                complete the record card, making 

                      comments about progress made and 

                      set targets. 
Support          Alert the supervising teachers promptly 
                      if any problems or difficulties arise. 
Paired Mathematics Scheme – an important part of the intervention strategy

   The underlying ‘raison d’etre’ of the mathematics department is that pupils of all ability levels and of all ages should be encouraged to fulfill their potential in mathematics and be confident in the skills and understanding necessary for everyday life.

Identifying the need for early intervention.....

    Annual testing in September always reveals that a number of the new intake have scores of 50% or less in the mathematics diagnostic test or low marks in the multiplication tables test.  There are also pupils in years 7 and 8 who have achieved level 3 or below in their most recent examination ( key stage 2 SATs or year 7 optional tests).  All these children are invited and encouraged to attend our early morning paired mathematics sessions.

Starting the early intervention.....

   Paired mathematics tutorials take place every Tuesday morning before school in the months from October to April and pupils show enormous commitment to the scheme.  The students and their coaches (year 10 volunteers ) take the time to arrive early and work very hard to increase their levels of confidence, learn new skills, improve their knowledge, sort out any difficulties and raise their standards. 

   The programme is designed primarily to improve pupils’ performance in the topic of ‘number’ and is constantly being refined, extended and improved.  It currently incorporates elements from the Springboard programme as well as activities from the original paired mathematics general workshop, the bridging units , the challenge materials and other puzzles and games.
Core values…..

   With over 90 pupils involved in the workshops, each classroom is bustling with activity.  The job of supervising them all is especially rewarding because of the outstanding patience, commitment, dedication and perseverance shown by our year ten students.  Not only is it an opportunity for them to put the gospel values into practice, making a positive difference to the lives of the younger children, but they also enact the school mission statement ……” our community seeks to set an example of service.”

Fringe benefits …..

   Recent initiatives in ‘Assessment for Learning’ highlight the importance of being able to explain mathematical processes, strategies, skills and solutions;   this being the deepest level of cognition.  By being involved in the scheme, year ten coaches have a unique opportunity to deepen their level of understanding in many of these familiar topics.  The quality of the conversations that routinely take place between students and coaches are excellent.

Ahead of its time…..

   In the light of our experience, many schools and institutions have started operating their own paired mathematics schemes.  Most of these use sixth form or university student volunteers as coaches.

The leaders are the ones who serve….

   Our year ten pupils are able to successfully fulfill their role as coaches, because of the support they receive from the members of the mathematics department, always positive and enthusiastic, ready to teach, inspire and encourage.  They give generously of their time and expertise to guide the helpers as to the best strategies for tackling problems, encouraging their partners and reinforcing good practice. Thus our struggling younger pupils are moved forward significantly in their learning.

   Heads of year help to sort out any problems as they occur and also encourage pupils to maintain high levels of commitment throughout.  

Results….

   The improvements in year seven pupils’ scores are always encouraging.  Some pupils, however, are identified as needing further help in year eight.  

Targets….

   To continue to incorporate into our programmes of study the best of any new materials from the government or from other relevant commercial sources in order to encourage our pupils to be numerically confident and proficient.

   To improve the level of support and encouragement given to all the students by regularly inviting their year heads to visit the sessions.

   To continue to give information to form tutors and year heads about the students’ participation and their achievements in the scheme so that their service to the community can be recognized in their reports and ROAs.

   To research or develop materials for the increasing number of pupils who have levels below those targeted by any government or high school intervention initiatives.   
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