Learning Support

This supports the School Policy in the Staff Handbook.

The NNS has developed this definition of the numerate pupil:

Has a sense of the size of a number and where it fits into the number system;

Recalls number and measurement facts quickly;

Use what they know to figure out an answer

Has a range of mental and written calculation strategies;

Makes sense of number problems and recognises which operation is needed;

Carries out more than one single step operation;

Can explain their methods and reasoning

Suggest suitable units for measuring and make sensible estimates of measurements;

Can explain and make predications from the data in a graph, chart or table.

Numeracy and Special Needs

   One key factor of pupil discomfort that seriously affects their performance in Mathematics as a whole is their inability to grasp essential properties and skills within number topics. Whilst not underestimating the challenge for individual pupils, it is our belief that all pupils ought to manage skills at level5/grade E of the National Curriculum by the time they leave school. In order to achieve this aim we use learning support, ICT, other staff and Y10 students.

We recognize that two levels of focused help may be advantageous:

1. Extraction in a small group (4/5) for concentrated discussion of issues;

2. Extraction of a single pupil or pairs of pupils to focus on a particular skill.

   Most low attaining pupils (i.e. around level 2/3 in Y7) should benefit from the close attention offered by strategy 1 and some pupils, particularly those who may be inclined to be disruptive, might be better worked with on an individual basis (either in the lesson or outside) on occasion.

Policy

With very low attainers and for pupils with behavioural problems we have a policy  of:

· Setting a WRAT test to all incoming pupils achieving below level 4 to add to our appreciation of their specific difficulties. The test also creates a pupil profile indicating their ‘Maths Age’.

· Using oral and mental starters to further diagnose their skills in mental tasks.

· Looking to identify pupils who may need to go on the LS register by being aware of

I. Discrepancies between mental/oral skills and written skills or

II. Discrepancies between progress in class and test results or

III. Tendencies towards disruptive behaviour

If any of the concerns are evident then the criteria to support them will come from

· Teacher’s records and assessments for the class

· National Curriculum levels gained in KS2/KS3

· CAT results

· Baseline data

· Maths tests results

· Reports on the pupil and their exercise books

· Observations about behaviour

· Writing and reviewing IEPs once a term using the criteria stated.

· Encouraging all pupils to answer questions in class by offering them some questions that are within their grasp.

· Using merits for those pupils who can demonstrate that they have learned some skills or facts (e.g. the 7 times table).

· Establishing specific targets on IEPs that are relatively easy to discern progress with.

· Regularly checking with low attainers to see that they have understood the task.

· Offering extra praise and encouragement, especially to pupils who have difficulties with concepts and/or acceptable behaviour.
· Occasionally offering individual help to those pupils that have struggled in a lesson and may benefit from extra help.

· Using homeworks to give specific facts for individuals/groups to learn  and remember for next lesson/week.

· Encouraging number games to be taken home(e.g. 24 game, CD rom).

· Making sure that board work is clear and that tasks are repeated and instructions are written down.

· Putting key words on the board/wall display and explaining them clearly.

· Ensuring that pupils who should wear glasses either wear them or sit in a sensible place.

· Dealing firmly but respectfully with disruptions.      
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