
Important Asian and Indian soldiers in ww1 

Asian and Indian soldiers were not really acknowledged in ww1 so 

here are some soldiers that could or should be classed as important 

in ww1. 

1.  Tomas Mateo Claudio 

Early life and career 

Born on May 7th to Gregorio Claudio, a violinist, and Pelagia 

Mateo, a seamstress. He already showed bravery and an 

inclination for military service and adventure as a young boy. 

Although he was quite stubborn, his cheerful disposition endeared 

him to his friends and classmates at the school. 

In a military exercise in his school, Claudio showed signs of a great 

military officer as he was given the rank of battalion commander 

because he was the most outstanding captain of Company A. 

However, his father died in 1907. He eventually finished his 

elementary education but failed to finished high school. He later 

became a guard at the Bureau of Prisons but was dismissed from 

the job in 1911 because of dereliction of duty, that is, sleeping on 

the job. He soon left the country and went to Hawaii to work in a 

sugar plantation. He later went to Alaska to work in the salmon 

canneries there. After all those, he went to Reno, Nevada where 

he finished commerce at Clark Healds Business College in 1916. 

Upon graduating, he accepted a clerkship at the City Post Office. 

WW1 

It was on April 6, 1917 when the United States entered the war 

against the Central Powers, who were battling the Allies in trench 

warfare. In this case, the Philippine Assembly formed the 

Philippine National Guard as a contribution to the American 

Expeditionary Force contingent to provide support to the war-

weary Allied forces. Able Filipino males who came from the 



Philippines to work as contract workers in the Hawaiian sugar, 

pineapple plantations and other industries were required to 

register in the U.S. military drafts of June 5, 1917, June 5, 1918 

and September 12, 1918. Some volunteered, others were drafted. 

Most of them served in Schofield Barracks, Ft. Shafter and 

Hawaiian National Guard from the ranks of private to sergeant. 

 

Claudio decided to apply in the U.S. Army. After being denied 

twice, he was finally enlisted on November 2, 1917. He became a 

member of the 41st Infantry Division and left for Europe on 

December 15. His last destination was France, where he served, 

initially, in the trenches of the Toul Sector and, later, with the 

reserve division near Paris. Subsequently, he was assigned to the 

Montdidier front. 

Death 

Under the leadership of General John Pershing, the Americans 

held their ground from repeated German attacks. Private Claudio 

took part in these crucial battles in the Marne Offensive. Artillery 

shells pounded "No Man's Land", barbed wires left mutilated 

hands and gunpowder and blood mixed together. In the ensuing 

battle, Claudio was killed by enemy fire on June 29, 1918 in 

Château-Thierry, France. 

Its apparent that Tomas Mateo Claudio was the first Filipino to die 

overseas in ww1.  

2. Mir Dast 

Personal Data 

Mir Dast was a Pashtun from Afridi tribe and was born on 3 

December 1874 to a Muslim family in the Maidan valley, 

Tirah, of what is now Pakistan. Mir Dast enlisted in the 



British Indian Army in December 1894. He served in the North-

West Frontier and Waziristan prior to the First World War, and 

was promoted to the rank of jemadar in March 1909. 

Victoria Cross 

During the First World War Dast was a jemadar in the 55th Coke's 

Rifles (Frontier Force), British Indian Army, attached to the 57th 

Wilde's Rifles (Frontier Force) when he performed the service for 

which he was awarded the Victoria Cross during the Second Battle 

of Ypres. 

 

On 26 April 1915 at Ypres, Belgium, Jemadar Mir Dast led his 

platoon with great gallantry during the attack, and afterwards 

collected various parties of the regiment (when no British officers 

were left) and kept them under his command until the retirement 

was ordered. He also displayed remarkable courage that day in 

helping to carry eight British and Indian Officers into safety, while 

exposed to very heavy fire. 

 

Dast was sent for treatment in the Royal Pavilion, Brighton where 

he received his medal from King George V. His was the fourth VC 

awarded to an Indian since Indians had become eligible for the 

award in 1911.  

3. Lance Laik Lala 

Victoria Cross 

Lala was born in the village of Parol near Jullundur in the Punjab, 

apparently on 20 April 1876, though some accounts give 20th Feb. 

1882. If 1876 is correct, he would have been nearly 40 when he 

earned the VC in 1916. The son of Dhinga, a 1st Grade zamindar, 

he was apparently not formally educated but could read and write 



Hindi and enlisted in the newly raised (1900) 41st Dogra regiment 

in 1901; he was by all accounts a good sportsman and a football 

player in his regiment. Before the war, he served with the 41st in 

their deployment to the China coast between 1904-08. 

 

In August 1923, Lala was commissioned as Jemadar, which means 

that his war record and his career become more easily traceable. 

"War Services" in Indian Army Lists show that he served initially in 

Egypt on the Suez Canal defences and then went with his 

regiment to France, where he was wounded in action and was one 

of those Indian casualties who were nursed in the converted 

Brighton Pavilion, adapted as a hospital for Indian soldiers on the 

grounds that Indians might feel more at home in the "eastern" 

architecture of that exotic building. 

 

On recovery, he joined his regiment in Mesopotamia. British and 

Indian forces (forming Expeditionary Force "D") had landed in the 

Persian Gulf as early as November 1914, initially only to secure the 

oil refineries at the head of the Shatt-al-Arab and around Basra. 

However, the commanding officer, General Charles Townshend, 

was drawn into a much larger campaign and, convinced he could 

take Baghdad, advanced up the Tigris. Defeating the Turks at 

Qurna, Es Sinn and Nasiriya, he fought the desperate three-day 

action at Ctesiphon in November 1915 but such were his losses in 

that pyrrhic victory that he was forced to retreat to Kut -al-Amara 

and there began the infamous "siege of Kut", which culminated in 

April 1916 with one of the most humiliating defeats in British 

military history - the surrender of the entire garrison, many of 

whom went on to face horrific conditions as Turkish prisoners of 

war. 

 



While the siege lasted, British and Indian reinforcements on a 

large scale were dispatched to Mesopotamia and made a series of 

hard fought but ultimately futile attempts to relieve the besieged 

garrison. Tens of thousands of casualties were suffered in the 

repeated attempts to break through a series of well-defended 

Turkish positions along the Tigris and en route to Kut. 

 

In one of these desperate enterprises, Lala was to win the Victoria 

Cross. The 41st Dogras were part of the force which, along with 

the 2nd Black Watch, 9th Bhopals, 37th Dogras and 6th Jats, 

assaulted the Turkish entrenchments near the ruins of Al Orah on 

the Tigris close to the Hanna defile, 30 miles down-river from Kut. 

Here, the relief force (reduced to around 10,000 men) 

encountered 30,000 men of the Ottoman Sixth Army; after a short 

bombardment on 20–21 January 1916, the 7th Division attacked 

the Ottoman lines. In an advance across 600 yards of flooded no-

man's land and later in pouring rain, the British force was beaten 

back, sustaining 2,700 casualties. According to their War Diary, 

only 25 men of the 41st reach the enemy trenches and the 

regiment came out of action with only 155 officers and men. The 

strength of the well-prepared Ottoman positions forced the 

abandonment of the assault and the withdrawal of the relief force 

to the base at Ali Gharbi. 

 

Lance Naik Lala was rewarded with the VC for his action in 

rescuing a number of wounded men shortly after the assault on 

21 January. 

4. Darwan Singh Negi 

Victoria Cross 



Darwan Singh Negi VC (November 1881 – 24 June 1950) was the 

second Indian soldier ever to receive the Victoria cross from the 

hands of H.M. The King Emperor on the field of battle and was 

among the earliest Indian recipients of the Victoria Cross (VC), the 

highest and most prestigious award for gallantry in the face of the 

enemy that can be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces. 

 

Negi was approximately 33 years old, and a naik (equivalent to 

corporal) in the 1st Battalion, 39th Garhwal Rifles, British Indian 

Army during the First World War when he performed the deeds 

during the Defence of Festubert for which he was awarded the VC. 

The citation reads:                                                                                                                                             

 

His Majesty the King emperor has been graciously pleased to 

approve of the grant of the Victoria Cross to the undermentioned 

soldier of the Indian Army for conspicuous bravery whilst serving 

with the Indian Army Corps, British Expeditionary Force: — 

 

1909, Naik Darwan Singh [sic] Negi, 1st Battalion, 39th Garhwal 

Rifles. 

 

For great gallantry on the night of the 23rd–24th November, near 

Festubert, France, when the regiment was engaged in retaking 

and clearing the enemy out of our trenches, and, although 

wounded in two places in the head, and also in the arm, being one 

of the first to push round each successive traverse, in the face of 

severe fire from bombs and rifles at the closest range. 

 

— London Gazette, 7 December 1914 



 

He was awarded the medal on the same day as Khudadad Khan 

VC; but the latter's VC action was of earlier date, so that he is 

regarded as the first Indian recipient. 

 

 


